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From The President’s 
Desk 

"One minute you're 
bleeding. The next 

minute you're 
hemorrhaging. The next 
minute you're painting 

the Mona Lisa." 

Mac O’Grady 

I think Mac successfully 
captures what trying to 
operate a golf course in 
2020 was like. It was a 
terrifying first quarter as 
the weather was bad, a 
horrifying second quarter 
as COVID-19 set in and 
events were cancelled or 
postponed and suddenly a 
profitable year as people 
flocked to golf courses for 
safe and satisfying social gatherings.  

As winter sets in, golf winds down and the 
Christmas lights go up I’d like to take the 
time to thank all of the staff, members and 
volunteers that have made 2020 an 
incredibly successful year for Hidden 
Valley Golf Club. The sport of golf has 
surged in America during this tumultuous 
year and the dedicated staff and 
membership of Hidden Valley have not let 
that opportunity go to waste. Round are 
up, revenues are steady, costs are down 
and most importantly this looks to be the 
most profitable year for the club since the 
POA purchased it. What’s more is that the 
energy and enthusiasm of those playing 

our amazing track have led to growth in 
membership. We are now over 250 
members, an important goal as we look to 
not only be a sustainable business but 
grow into a thriving golf club capable of 
implementing capital improvements. 

I’d also like to thank our 
members, on behalf of the 
entire board, for allowing 
myself and the rest of the 
board to serve on your 
behalf. This was an 
interesting year to be on the 
board and early in the year 
we had to make some 
unpopular decisions. 
Looking back I think we 
handled (along with the 
POA management team 
and the HVGC staff) the 
pandemic as well as we 
possibly could have and we 
were never forced to 
suspend play. 

As I look to the future I am excited 
to work with all of your to continue 
the progress we have started this 
year. We’re in a much stronger 

position to go to the community, the course 
is in great shape and our membership 
levels are nearing record highs. As the 
snow falls I’ll be working on my putting, 
chipping and working with the community 
to make Hidden Valley Golf Club the 
premier destination for golf in Southeast 
Indiana.  

From my family to yours, have a safe and 
happy holiday season and a Merry 
Christmas! 

Thank you, 
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Eric Kranz 

President, HVL Golf Club



From The Pro Shop 

Christmas Golf 
Back in October a Christmas wish I made. A 
brand new set of golf clubs before next year I 

played. 

            Then on Christmas morn, with my eyes I 
spied an oblong box under the tree, with ribbon 

wrapped and tied. 

I looked out the window and saw the ice and 
snow. But in my heart I knew, a golfing I would 

go. 

            Now I’d need some special gear to play in 
these conditions. So I loaded up my golf bag to 

start a new tradition. 

A broom to sweep the greens and a hammer for 
the tees and different colored balls for white I 

wouldn’t see. 

            Arriving at the course, the ground was 
glistening white. I wouldn’t have to wait, a tee 

time was no plight. 

I swept away a pile of snow and pounded in a 
tee. Placed a colored ball atop it and swung 

away with glee. 

            My ball went soaring down the fairway 
and landed with a flop into a two foot snow drift 

(unplayable), take a drop. 

My next shot went into the sand, a shot to truly 
dread. Then all at once I spotted him, a man all 

dressed in red. 

            As I’m lining up my shot, it’s Santa Claus 
I think, when my ball flew in the hole, he looked 

at me and winked. 

I knew these clubs were going to work, I’d just 
made a par. Let’s play one whole together 

before heading for the car. 

            To believe in Santa at my age, you might 
think it queer, but it isn’t very often you get to 

see reindeer. 

A long par three lay next, as we walked upon the 
tee. There was no flag to aim for and the green I 

couldn’t see. 

            Don’t worry said the man in red, I know 
what lies ahead. Use your trusty five iron and 

aim it for my sled. 

I’d like to thank you for these clubs, I wasn’t 
sure that I would get. He said your welcome 

son, but Christmas isn’t over yet. 

      I kept my head nice and still checked my 
stance and grip. “Nice shot” said the bearded 

one, “It’s hanging on the lip.” 

It seems a shame, he must be blind, there’s no 
ball upon the green and I was disappointed 

because I struck it crisp and clean. 

     And now you know my story and no one 
would believe. How I made my first hole in one 

with Santa there to see. 

With the holiday season upon us it’s nice to take 
a step back, reflect on our lives and give thanks 
for everything that makes 
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Brian Krinsky 

PGA Pro,  HVL Golf Club



us complete….Family, Friends, Good Health, 
Prosperity…..and yes even Golf! There’s so 
much more to be thankful for but here are some 
of my reasons I’m thankful for golf over the 
many years I’ve been involved in the sport and 
profession. 

• Because it’s a healthy activity… 

• Because it releases stress… 

• Because it teaches life lessons… 

• Because, no matter what, it always keeps you 
coming back… 

•  Because it builds relationships… 

• Because it’s great to watch… 

• Because it’s ageless… 

• Because it’s a great family activity… 

• Because it’s great maker of friends… 

• Because it’s FUN… 

• Because it’s being outdoors with nature 

• Because it became my career….thanks HVGC 
and it’s members for a great year and for your 
support 

Why are you thankful or grateful for golf? 

To Swing! To Drive! To Putt!  Tis How To 
Spend The Holiday! 

From My Family To Yours May You Have a 
Safe, Healthy And Wonderful Holiday Season 

Merry Christmas And A Happy New Year! 

See You Soon! 

October Pro Shop Hours 

Weekdays:  Open 9.00 am 

Weekends: Open 9.00 am 

Mondays: Weather permitting (call ahead to 
Pro Shop for status) 
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CourseTalk 

The last few weeks have been unusual to say the 
least. 

First, for about 10 days it appeared that the club 
had repositioned itself in 
Florida as we basked in 
temperatures in the high 
70s and sometimes the low 
80s. 

That certainly helped a lot 
of members and guests 
enjoy more than a few 
rounds during November. 

Leaf clearance progressed 
well during the month as 
did the recovery of the 
greens following their Fall 
aeration. 

We have winterized all the 
water lines including those 
serving the on-course restrooms. 

We are beginning the servicing of the cart fleet 
and that will occupy much of our time during 
December.   

Expect to see the winter tee boxes in use soon 
which will give our other tee boxes a much 
needed rest prior to the new year. 

On behalf of your maintenance crew, I want to 
thank you for all your support during the last 
year.  We wish you continued good health and 
we look forward to seeing you back out on our 
great course in the new year. 
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Jason Gadd 

Course Superintendant



       
The PGA’s Greatest 
Golfers… 

It’s that time of year that you look back and 
reflect.   So in that tradition, we are going to 
join forces with the Bleacher Report to review 
Kerry Miller’s take on the greatest PGA golfers 
of all time. 

Outside of LeBron James vs. Michael Jordan, 
there is no fiercer "greatest ever" debate in 
sports than that of Tiger Woods or Jack 
Nicklaus.  

The two PGA Tour legends with a combined 32 
majors were the obvious choices for No. 1 and 
No. 2 on this list of the best golfers, but in 
which order? 

Before we get to those two men, though, 
prepare yourself for a trip deep into the PGA's 
history. Aside from Woods and Nicklaus, the 
most recent major won by a golfer in our top 10 
was the 1983 British Open. There are a few 
more recent players in the honorable mentions, 
but most of the greats could only be watched on 
black and white television sets. 

Since the four majors are the most important 
points in each PGA season, career major 
championships were the primary data point 
considered in ranking these all-time greats. But 
we also took into consideration non-major 
victories on the PGA Tour, top-five finishes in 
majors, top-10 finishes in majors and how long 
and how dominant each golfer's peak was. 

Where necessary, a "What if?" factor was also 
considered. For example, what if World War II 
hadn't been the cause of 14 canceled majors 
during Byron Nelson's prime? And what if 

Bobby Jones hadn't retired from golf at the ripe 
old age of 28? 

But first let’s start with some honorable 
mentions…. 

Gene Sarazen 

In the early 1930s, Sarazen was the king of the 
PGA Tour. From 1932 to 1935, he won each 
major once. During that same window, Olin 
Dutra was the only golfer to win multiple 
majors, taking the 1932 PGA Championship and 
1934 U.S. Open. Sarazen won 19 PGA events 
from 1930 to 1935 and finished his career with 
seven major titles. 

Harry Vardon 

Vardon won the British Open six times and 
finished ninth or better in the event 19 times in 
21 years from 1894 to 1914. But he never played 
in the Masters nor the PGA Championship since 
neither one was founded until well past his 
prime, and he only played in the U.S. Open 
three times—winning once and placing second 
twice. Because he played almost exclusively in 
the United Kingdom and only won seven PGA 
Tour events (all majors), it's hard to compare 
Vardon to the rest of golf's legends. 
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Nick Faldo 

Like Vardon, Faldo spent most of his career in 
Europe and only won nine events on the PGA 
Tour. However, three of those nine events were 
the 1989, 1990 and 1996 Masters, and three 
others were the 1987, 1990 and 1992 British 
Opens. He made his wins count. 
         
Seve Ballesteros 

Yet another European who had fewer than 10 
career wins on the PGA Tour, Ballesteros won 
five majors (three British Opens, two Masters) 
in the span of nine years. If charisma were a 
category considered, he would be a lock for the 
top 10, as Ballesteros was one of golf's most 
beloved characters. 
        
Lee Trevino 

Trevino won the U.S. Open, the British Open 
and the PGA Championship twice each, but he 
never finished better than 10th at the Masters. 
Even though he won six majors in his career 
and was named the PGA Player of the Year in 
1971, it's hard to say he belongs in the top 10 if 
that's the highest he could place in 20 tries at 
Augusta. 
           
Billy Casper 

Everyone in the top 10 won at least five majors, 
leaving Casper and his three titles (1959 U.S. 
Open, 1966 U.S. Open, 1970 Masters) as an 
honorable mention. But Casper did quite a bit 
of winning in non-majors. He is seventh on the 
all-time leaderboard with 51 wins on the PGA 
Tour. 
        
Phil Mickelson 

"Lefty" is also in the top 10 for PGA Tour wins 
with 43 of them, including five majors, but his 
career has been defined by the near misses. 
Mickelson has placed second in a major 11 times 
and has seven third-place finishes as well. He is 

tied with Tiger Woods with 38 career top-10 
finishes in majors, but Mickelson is nowhere 
close to Woods on the wins list. 
             
Jordan Spieth 

Spieth has a long way to go to belong in the 
same conversation as any of the names that 
follow, but the 24-year-old has already won 
three majors and has five other top-four 
finishes to his name. 

So who made the Top 10?  Let’s find out: 

10. Gary Player 

PGA Tour Victories: 24 
Majors Won: 9 (1959 British Open, 1961 
Masters, 1962 PGA Championship, 1965 U.S. 
Open, 1968 British Open, 1972 PGA 
Championship, 1974 Masters, 1974 British 
Open, 1978 Masters) 

If professional wins on all tours were counted, 
Gary Player would rank a few spots higher on 
this list. The South African golfer won 
tournaments on every continent except for 
Antarctica. Player won 63 events in South 
Africa and has been credited with 165 
professional victories on various tours, 
spanning from 1955 to 2015. But since we're 
specifically ranking the top PGA golfers, Player 
only has 24 wins that matter, which isn't even 
half the total of most of the men ranked ahead 
of him. On the one hand, it's impressive that he 
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spread those wins out over the course of two 
decades, winning majors at the ages of both 23 
and 42. On the other hand, he never won more 
than three PGA Tour events in the same 
calendar year, making it tough to argue he was 
ever the best in the world. 

The good news for the "Black Knight" is that 
nine of those 24 wins were majors, which puts 
him in a tie with Ben Hogan for the fourth-most 
in PGA Tour history. Player is also one of just 
five men to have achieved the career Grand 
Slam, and he did so in his first four major 
victories. 

Considering the number of majors Jack 
Nicklaus, Arnold Palmer and Lee Trevino won 
during Player's prime, it's incredible he was 
able to claim so many of his own. 

9. Tom Watson 

PGA Tour Victories: 39 
Majors Won: 8 (1975 British Open, 1977 
Masters, 1977 British Open, 1980 British Open, 
1981 Masters, 1982 U.S. Open, 1982 British 
Open, 1983 British Open) 

Few men have dominated an individual major 
quite like Tom Watson did the British Open. 
Watson won that event five times in the span of 

nine years (1975-83), tied for second in year No. 
10 of that streak (1984) and incredibly forced a 
playoff before finishing second in 2009 at the 
age of 59. Jack Nicklaus (six Masters, five PGA 
Championships) and Peter Thomson (five 
British Opens) are the only other golfers since 
1930 to win the same major at least five times in 
a career.  

Watson was no one-trick pony, though. He also 
won the Masters twice, won the U.S. Open once 
and had eight second-place finishes in majors. 
He placed top-10 at least 10 times at each of the 
four majors, which is a feat only he and 
Nicklaus can boast. Despite a long career and 
all those top-10 finishes, Watson's peak was 
shorter than most of the all-time greats. Of his 
39 wins on the PGA Tour, 33 came from 
January 1977 to July 1984. He was named the 
PGA Player of the Year in six of those eight 
years (1977, 1978, 1979, 1980, 1982 and 1984), 
but he didn't win much outside that window. 
This is why Watson is outside the top 10 in 
career PGA Tour wins and sixth in major titles, 
even though he was the king of the links for 
almost an entire decade. 

 
8. Byron Nelson 

PGA Tour Victories: 52 
Majors Won: 5 (1937 Masters, 1939 U.S. 
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Open, 1940 PGA Championship, 1942 Masters, 
1945 PGA Championship) 

Several of the top 10 golfers were impacted by 
either World War I or World War II, but none 
quite like Lord Byron. Fifty percent of Byron 
Nelson's 52 career PGA Tour victories came in 
1944 and 1945. He won eight in the former year 
and a single-year record 18 events in the latter, 
including a mind-blowing 11 consecutive 
tournaments. Unfortunately, from 1943 to 1945, 
the only majors held were the 1944 and 1945 
PGA Championships. Nelson was the runner-up 
in 1944 and the winner in 1945.  

Expanding that window a bit, there were only 
10 majors held from 1940 to 1945. Nelson won 
three of them and finished fifth or better in nine 
out of 10. Had the other 14 majors not been 
canceled due to World War II, Lord Byron 
almost certainly would have won more than five 
majors in his career. Even though he retired 
from professional golf in 1946 at the age of 34, 
he continued to excel at the Masters until he 
turned 40. He only won twice, but from 1937 to 
1951, he finished top-eight in all 12 years the 
Masters was played. It wasn't just the Masters, 
though. Nelson played in a total of 29 
majors from 1937 to 1951, finishing eighth or 
better in 26 of them, including six second-place 
finishes. For a decade and a half, if Nelson was 
playing in a major, it was a foregone conclusion 
that he would be in contention on the final day. 

7. Arnold Palmer 

PGA Tour Victories: 62 
Majors Won: 7 (1958 Masters, 1960 Masters, 
1960 U.S. Open, 1961 British Open, 1962 
Masters, 1962 British Open, 1964 Masters) 

Long before becoming the namesake of a 
delicious blend of iced tea and lemonade, 
Arnold Palmer had quite the run on the PGA 
Tour.  

"The King" won 62 tournaments over the span 
of nearly two decades, including seven majors 
between 1958 and 1964. Four of those wins 
were at the Masters, a total only Jack Nicklaus 
and Tiger Woods have reached.  

Palmer got 29 of his victories in a four-year 
span from 1960 to 1963, winning at least six 
events in each of those years. Neither Woods 
nor Nicklaus ever had a four-year streak with 
six or more wins in each year.  Not surprisingly, 
Palmer was named the PGA Player of the Year 
in both 1960 and 1962, winning two majors in 
each.  

There were a ton of "close but no cigar" results 
in Palmer's career, too. Forced to share some of 
the spotlight with Nicklaus and Gary Player 
during their respective primes, this member of 
"The Big Three" of golf was the runner-up in 10 
majors—one each year from 1960 to 1968 and 
once more in 1970. I 

n the 1962, 1963 and 1966 U.S. Opens, Palmer 
fell short in 18-hole playoffs. Had a couple of 
those second-place finishes resulted in wins, 
Palmer would be a no-doubter top-three golfer 
of all time. As is, he's tied for seventh in career 
majors and was never able to complete the 
Grand Slam. Palmer is a legend synonymous 
with golf itself, but there are six more 
impressive careers to consider. 
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6. Sam Snead 

  
PGA Tour Victories: 82 
Majors Won: 7 (1942 PGA Championship, 
1946 British Open, 1949 Masters, 1949 PGA 
Championship, 1951 PGA Championship, 1952 
Masters, 1954 Masters)  

Though Sam Snead is nowhere close to first 
place in major championships, he is the all-time 
leader in PGA Tour victories. 
There are three primary reasons Snead failed to 
win more than seven majors.  

The biggest one is that he only played the 
British Open five times in his career—compared 
to 44 times competing at the Masters. Per Bob 
Carter in a feature for ESPN, Snead only played 
in (and won) the 1946 British Open because of 
"contractual ties to a sponsor" at St. Andrews. 
From 1938 to 1961, that was the lone time he 
participated in the British Open, reducing his 
career chances to win majors by nearly 25 
percent. 

World War II was another big factor, as a total 
of 14 majors were canceled from 1940 to 1945. 
Because of that, Snead missed out on a bunch of 
opportunities from ages 28 to 33—an age range 
in which Tiger Woods won six majors and Jack 
Nicklaus won five. 

Last, but not least, the U.S. Open alluded Snead 
for his entire career. He had 12 top-10 finishes 
at the U.S. Open and was the runner-up four 
times, but that major was his white whale. 
Nevertheless, Snead won at least six events in 
six different years, the best of which was his 11-
win season in 1950—though he didn't win a 
major that year, oddly enough. 

To this day, he is the oldest player to win a PGA 
Tour event, taking the 1965 Greater Greensboro 
Open at the age of 52 years, 10 months and 
eight days. And though his final major win 
came in 1954, Snead also finished top 10 in the 
PGA Championship in 1972, 1973 and 1974. He 
was 62 when he tied for third in the last of those 
three years. 

5, Bobby Jones 

 
PGA Tour Victories: 9 
Majors Won: 7 (1923 U.S. Open, 1926 U.S. 
Open, 1926 British Open, 1927 British Open, 
1929 U.S. Open, 1930 U.S. Open, 1930 British 
Open) 

Bobby Jones is the ultimate asterisk in the 
PGA's record books, winning seven majors 
despite only being eligible to play in 50 percent 
of them during his short career.  

The Masters was not an event until Jones co-
founded it in 1934—four years after he retired. 
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Jones did play in the Masters on an exhibition 
basis from 1934 to 1948. However, it was the 
only tournament he played in beyond 1930, and 
he never finished in the top 10 of it. 

And as an amateur, Jones wasn't allowed to 
compete in the PGA Championship. Instead, he 
played in the U.S. Amateur and the British 
Amateur, which were considered majors at the 
time. He won the former five times and the 
latter once, resulting in an unofficial total of 13 
majors won. 

Here's the kicker: Jones retired from golf at the 
age of 28, winning all 13 of his majors (seven 
official, six unofficial) in the span of eight years. 
By the same age, Tiger Woods had won eight 
majors and Jack Nicklaus had won seven. Sam 
Snead didn't even win a major until he was 30. 
In 1930, Jones won the British Amateur, British 
Open, U.S. Open and U.S. Amateur, becoming 
the only player to ever win the pre-Masters 
Grand Slam in a single calendar year. 

Had he played professionally and done so for 
another decade or two, Jones might have been 
the best ever. 

4. Walter Hagen 

PGA Tour Victories: 45 
Majors Won: 11 (1914 U.S. Open, 1919 U.S. 
Open, 1921 PGA Championship, 1922 British 
Open, 1924 British Open, 1924 PGA 

Championship, 1925 PGA Championship, 1926 
PGA Championship, 1927 PGA Championship, 
1928 British Open, 1929 British Open) 

Walter Hagen is one of three golfers to win at 
least 10 majors in his career. The others—Tiger 
Woods and Jack Nicklaus—are always the top 
two guys in any ranking of the greatest PGA 
golfers of all time. But in part because he played 
so long ago, Hagen is often an afterthought on 
these lists. 

The most remarkable thing about Hagen's 
achievements was the limited opportunities he 
had to play in majors.  

He never won the Masters because it wasn't 
founded until 1934, which was well past his 
prime. And from 1915 to 1919 (ages 23-27 for 
Hagen), there was an average of just one major 
per year because of World War I.  

In all, there were 37 majors held from 1914 to 
1929, and Hagen won 11 of them. 

Though not officially considered one, the 
Western Open was effectively the fourth major 
during Hagen's time, as it was one of the events 
that all of the top golfers played. It was a 
tournament that Hagen won five times (1916, 
1921, 1926, 1927, 1932) in his career, so some 
would argue he actually won 16 majors. 

Hagen is often credited for making professional 
golf what it is today, championed by the Wold 
Golf Hall of Fame as "the world's first full-time 
tournament professional."  

Hagen is also considered perhaps the greatest 
match-play golfer ever, winning the PGA 
Championship four consecutive years (1924-27) 
when it was a match-play event. 
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3, Ben Hogan 

PGA Tour Victories: 64 
Majors Won: 9 (1946 PGA Championship, 
1948 U.S. Open, 1948 PGA Championship, 1950 
U.S. Open, 1951 Masters, 1951 U.S. Open, 1953 
Masters, 1953 U.S. Open, 1953 British Open) 

Despite a near-fatal car accident that cost him 
the entire 1949 season, Ben Hogan dominated 
the PGA Tour from 1946 to 1953. 

Hogan won a career-best 13 tournaments in 
1946 alone, including the first of his nine 
majors. From 1946 to 1948, he won a total of 30 
tournaments and was named the PGA Player of 
the Year in 1948, taking both the U.S. Open and 
PGA Championship that year. (Hogan also won 
POY in 1950, 1951 and 1953.) 

That was the start of an unreal stretch in which 
he won eight of 11 majors entered and placed 
top seven in each of the other three. 

Because of the accident and because he typically 
didn't play in the British Open or the PGA 
Championship, those 11 tournaments were 
spread out over the course of six seasons, 
somewhat obscuring how incredible the feat 
was. But he went 3-of-3 in 1953, winning the 
Masters, U.S. Open and British Open—the only 
time in his career that he entered the British 
Open. 

To this day, Tiger Woods is the only other golfer 
to ever win three majors in the same calendar 
year. 

From 1940 to 1956, Hogan played in 32 majors. 
(It would have been more if not for WWII.) 
With the exception of the 1947 PGA 
Championship, he finished in the top 10 in each 
of those 32 tournaments, placed in the top four 
21 times and had a total of nine wins. And in the 
1942 Masters, 1954 Masters and 1955 U.S. 
Open, Hogan lost in a playoff, so he 
was that close to double-digit majors. 

Over the course of his entire career, Hogan 
placed in the top 10 in 40 of 58 majors. That's 
69.0 percent, compared to 49.4 percent (38 of 
77) for Woods and 44.5 percent (73 of 164) for 
Jack Nicklaus. Had Hogan played in as many 
tournaments as those guys did, there's a good 
chance he'd be the undisputed greatest of all 
time. 

2. Tiger Woods 

PGA Tour Victories: 80 
Majors Won: 15 (1997 Masters, 1999 PGA 
Championship, 2000 U.S. Open, 2000 British 
Open, 2000 PGA Championship, 2001 Masters, 
2002 Masters, 2002 U.S. Open, 2005 Masters, 
2019 Masters 2005 British Open, 2006 British 
Open, 2006 PGA Championship, 2007 PGA 
Championship, 2008 U.S. Open) 
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At his peak, Tiger Woods was a god among 
men, and it seemed only a matter of time before 
he obliterated every record ever set on the PGA 
Tour. 

From 1997 through 2008, Woods finished in 
the top 30 in 44 of 46 consecutive majors, 
winning 14 of them. In 2000-01, he won four 
straight majors, becoming the only person to 
ever hold all four titles at the same time. And 
that wasn't even the most impressive stretch of 
his career, as Woods later placed top four in 12 
of 14 majors from 2005 through 2008 with six 
wins. 

Woods won all 14 of his majors (at least three of 
each) and 65 of his 79 total PGA events before 
turning 33. It got to the point where you just 
assumed he would come back and win if he was 
within four strokes of the lead heading into 
Sunday. And if he had a 54-hole lead in a major, 
forget about it. The only question for the final 
18 was: How many strokes will Tiger win by? 
But after multiple knee and back surgeries, an 
infidelity scandal in 2009 and a DUI arrest in 
2017, the most recent decade of Woods' career 
has left us to wonder what could have been. 

Once a mortal lock to leave Jack Nicklaus' 
record of 18 majors in the dust, Woods was 
stuck on 14 since the 2008 U.S. Open until he 
clinched the 2019 Masters title.. He has had a 
half-dozen top-five finishes in majors during 
the past decade, but that only puts him at 32 in 
his career—24 shy of Nicklaus' 56. 

There are thousands—maybe millions?—of 
people who only became golf fans because of 
Woods.  His win at last year’s Masters hinted 
that he still has it in him but unless he can 
maintain that momentum, he'll remain a 
distant No. 2 on the list of the PGA's all-time 
greats. 

1. Jack Nicklaus 

PGA Tour Victories: 73 
Majors Won: 18 (1962 U.S. Open, 1963 
Masters, 1963 PGA Championship, 1965 
Masters, 1966 Masters, 1966 British Open, 1967 
U.S. Open, 1970 British Open, 1971 PGA 
Championship, 1972 Masters, 1972 U.S. Open, 
1973 PGA Championship, 1975 Masters, 1975 
PGA Championship, 1978 British Open, 1980 
U.S. Open, 1980 PGA Championship, 1986 
Masters) 

Both Sam Snead and Tiger Woods ended up 
winning more total events on the PGA Tour 
than Jack Nicklaus, but the Golden Bear was in 
a class of his own at majors. 

Not only did Nicklaus win 18 majors, but he was 
also the runner-up 19 times. He won each major 
at least three times and finished in the top two 
at least eight times in each major. 

No other golfer had more than 46 top-10 
finishes, but Nicklaus was a top-10 finisher 73 
times and finished in the top five 56 times. At 
his peak from 1971 thorough 1977, Nicklaus 
placed top five in 23 of 28 majors, including six 
wins. 
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prime. He finished outside the top 10 in 65 
of his final 72 majors. 

From 1960 through 1982, though, Nicklaus 
played in a total of 88 majors. He won 19.3 
percent of them (17), placed in the top five 
60.2 percent of the time (53) and finished 
10th or better 75.0 percent of the time (66). 
Even at Woods' 12-year peak from 1998 
through 2009, he only finished in the top 10 
in 33 of 48 majors (68.8 percent). It's 
almost not fair that Nicklaus was even more 
consistent, and for a decade longer.



TournamentTalk 

Deep Freeze Tournament 

Flight A 

1st Place:  

Barry Weber & Adam Russell 

2nd Place:  

Paul Fox & Steve Nesmith 

4th Place:  

Ted Bertaux & Larry Harrison 

Bobby Hersenberg III & Bob Hertsenberg 

Flight B 

1st Place:  

Randy Lyness & Andy Schoeff 

2nd Place:  

Steve Baitz & Chuck Thomas 

3rd Place:  

Dale Menkhaus & Dale Poynter 

4th Place: 

Fred Boger & Jim Dulle Jr. 

Dave Meininger & Tom Berra 
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Golf Talk 

Told You… 

In the last issue of The Drive we shared with 
you Bryson DeChambeau’s 400+ yard drive and 
warned that where he goes, others will follow. 

And so it came to be. 

While DeChambeau leads the PGA Tour this 
season in average driving distance at 337.8 
yards this year, even his longest poke of the year 
has nothing on what South African Wilco 
Nienaber unleashed on Thursday at the Joburg 
Open. 

Nienaber, who leads the European Tour with 
a 336.89-yard average, let loose on the par-5 
fourth hole at Randpark Golf Club smashing a 
drive 439 yards en route to an eagle. That drive 
was: 

• 102.11 yards longer than Nienaber’s 
average. 

• It was 101.2 yards longer than 
DeChambeau’s. 

• It was 16 yards longer than the longest on 
the PGA Tour this season, the 423-
yarder Connor Syme hit at the U.S. Open 
in September 

• It was 44 yards longer than 
DeChambeau’s longest this season, his 

395-yarder at the Shriners Hospitals for 
Children Open. 

• It was 67 yards longer than the longest 
drive on the PGA Tour on Thursday, the 
372-yarder Sebastian Cappelen hit at the 
RSM Classic.   

Tiger Tees It Up With His Son 

We’re about to find out if Charlie Woods’ game 
is ready for the big-time. 
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Tiger Woods and his 11-year-old son will tee it 
up together Dec. 19-20 at The Ritz-Carlton Golf 
Club Grande Lakes in Orlando, Florida in the 
PNC Championship, formerly known as The 
PNC Father-Son Challenge. 

The two-day, 36-hole scramble event will be 
broadcast across NBC, Golf Channel and 
Peacock.“I can’t tell you how excited I am to be 
playing with Charlie in our first official 

tournament together,” Woods said. “It’s been 
great watching him progress as a junior golfer 
and it will be incredible playing as a team 
together in the PNC Championship.” 

The PNC Championship will also feature Justin 
Thomas and his father Mike for the first time. 
Defending champions Bernhard Langer and his 
son Jason will also return. 

“I can’t think a better way to close out my 
golfing year than playing with my dad against 
so many of the world’s greatest golfers and their 
families. It will be a perfect way to finish before 
the Christmas break, and we are both very 
excited to make our debut in Orlando,” Thomas 
said. 

Gary Player, Greg Norman, Lee Janzen, Tom 
Kite, John Daly, Mark O’Meara, Retief Goosen, 
Tom Lehman, Padraig Harrington, Lee Trevino, 
Vijay Singh, Mark Calcavecchia and Jim Furyk 

are among the many major champions 
returning to participate.  

Bernard Langer..The Guy Who 
Won’t Quit 

Rightly, Dustin Johnson will be remembered as 
the protagonist of the 84th 

Masters Tournament, an event 
so strange that it was played in 
the middle of November 
without fans in the midst of a 
global pandemic. 

However, when we look back 
on the 2020 Masters, a strong 
contender for best golfer in a 
supporting role, it will be 
difficult to overlook 63-year-old 
Bernhard Langer.  

The two-time Masters 
champion proved through experience, ingenuity 
and grit that with the right mindset and game, 
Augusta National can be beaten in terms of 
breaking par. Langer shot rounds of 
68-73-73-71 to set the record as the oldest 
player to make the cut at The Masters. 

“It’s not easy to do it,” Langer said. “There have 
been so many great players here before me, 
including the ones we just talked about, from 
Jack Nicklaus to Gary Player to all the greats 
that have competed here, and to be the oldest to 
make the cut, it’s certainly an achievement. 
Hopefully, I get to play a few more years and 
enjoy this place.” 

He finished in a tie for 29th place, ahead of, 
among many notable others, Bryson 
DeChambeau, whom he played alongside in the 
final round.The obvious question emanating 
from Langer’s performance was how did he do 
it?  
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The biggest thing for Langer was his experience 
around Augusta National. Despite having 
longer clubs in to practically every green, he 
was able to manage his game to give himself the 
best opportunity to score. 

“I have to miss the greens in the right place,” 
Langer said on Saturday. “Like say, for instance, 
18, I hit a really good drive, and I had 226 yards  

to the pin. So I’m hitting 2-hybrid, and I know, 
if I hit it right, I’m probably dead, if I hit it in 
the bunker. So I have to guard against that and 
hopefully hit the green, but if I miss, I need to 
miss left. I missed left, and it wasn’t a 
particularly good shot, but I had a chance to get 
up and down. I played a beautiful chip to about 
a foot and made par. 

“That’s how I have to play several of the holes, 
especially the long ones, but it doesn’t always 
work out that easy. It’s much easier to hit 
fairways and greens and have a birdie putt, but 

that’s hard to do when you come in with those 
kind of clubs. I mean, 17, I hit a beautiful drive, 
and I hit 2-hybrid. Rory hit driver and pitching 
wedge, I think. That’s what I’m competing 
against.” 

Langer largely controlled his controllables — he 
drove it well, httiing 39 of 42 fairways for the 
week and he putted the lights out, not having a 

single three-putt and posting a 1.54 putts per 
green average.  

Another important part of his game was his 
long-iron, hybrid and fairway-wood play. On 
Sunday playing alongside DeChambeau,  
DeChambeau outdrove him by a combined 725 
yards.  

“I think I six hybrids and two 3-woods into par 
4s,” Langer said of his fourth round. “That’s just 
not a lot of fun, but it is what it is.” 

He would go on to hit 13 greens to 
DeChambeau’s nine and beat him by two 
strokes. 
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Aside from knowing the course and his game to 
a fault, Langer also paid mind to his body 
knowing what four rounds around Augusta 
National can do to someone his age. 

“My knees are shot right now,” Langer said after 
his second round. “My wife just said, ‘you’re not 
going to hit balls, are you?’ I said, ‘no, no 
chance. I’m done.’ 

“I played 27 today or 26, and this is one of the 
hilliest courses we play, and when it’s wet, it’s 
even a harder walk.  I do stretching and I do 
workouts, but again, it’s a young man’s course 
in many ways. It’s a hard walk around here on 
any day because you’re not just walking down 
and up, there’s a lot of sidehills, as well, which a 
lot of people have shin splint problems and 
their feet are hurting, their knees, even their 
hips and their backs sometimes going out. So 
it’s not an easy place to walk, but it’s a 
wonderful place to walk.” 

At 63, Langer’s game and guile were enough to 
notch him a top-30 finish at the final major 
championship of the year while his 
commitment to fitness allowed his body to let 
his game do the talking. That’s something every 
golfer can learn from.  

Mud Balls! 

Mud balls are particularly frustrating because 
more often than not, they occur on a wet day 
when you’ve found the fairway. The issue is that 
the mud can be a bit unpredictable in how it 
affects your golf ball’s flight. 

However, there is a rule of thumb that we can 
follow that will allow us to figure out what our 
golf ball is going to do depending on where the 
mud is. If the mud is on the left side of the ball, 
your ball is going to tend to move to the right. 
Conversely, if the mud is on the right side of 
your ball, it’s going to tend to move to the left.  

On the other hand, you are your pals can agree 
on jungle rules prior to starting the round so 
you can pick up that sucker and clean it off 
before hitting it again! 
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Board of Governors 

The club’s Board of Governors met on November 18, 
2020. Participants were Rob Bates, Paul Fox,  Jason 
Gadd, Fred Kerth, Brian Krinsky, Eric Kranz, Dan 
Kroeger, Ted Richardt and Steve VanWassenhove.  
Absent were Mike Gardiner and Dave Hafner. 

POA Report 
The POA representative, Dave Hafner, was absent so 
no report was presented. 

Course Report 

The leaves are done with the exception of the oak 
trees. The restrooms on the course have been 
winterized, as well as the pump station. Golf carts are 
being serviced. Maintenance crew will be down to two 
people.  Winter tee markers will be put out over the 
next couple of weeks. 

Pro Shop 
The club set another new record in terms of rounds 
played per month.  A total of 1,006 rounds have been 
played so far in November compared to 769 for the 
same period last year. 

The Deep Freeze tournament had 64 participants. 

One new member joined in November bringing the 
total membership to 250 individuals. 

A sale will begin at the Pro Shop at Thanksgiving and 
run until the end of the year. 

Treasurer’s Report 
The balance in BOG funds is $4,694.54 

Food & Beverage Report 
COVID-19 restrictions led to two holiday parties 
being cancelled.  Food and beverage sales are going 
well. 

Social Committee 
No report. 

Course Committee 
No report. 

Tournament Committee 
The 2020 tournament program is complete.  The 
tournament schedule for 2021 will be available in 
January. 

Board Structure 
Paul Fox presented a revised Board Structure that 
merged recommendations with the current by-laws.   
Dan Kroeger motioned to approve the first reading of 
this revised structure.  

Financial Review 
A new process for tracking the financial success of the 
club was reviewed by the Board.  The monthly report 
will track key performance metrics including, course 
utilization, maintenance, membership, food and 
beverage. The report will now be shared with the POA 
for implementation. 

The next meeting is scheduled for December 16, 
2020, at 6.00 p.m. at the Hidden Valley Golf Club 
clubhouse. 



Mulligan 

Dear Big Guy…. 

Been a while, huh?  I think the last time I 
dropped you a line there must have been a bit of 
confusion because for some reason you failed to 
deliver the toy train I requested.  That turned 
out bad for me since I had sort of told my 
friends that it was in the bag…literally and 
figuratively.  

Maybe you gave it to some other 7-year-old or 
perhaps my note got lost.  There has to be a 
whole lot of mail flying around at this time of 
year.  Still, sloppy work from a guy that prides 
himself on delivering stuff to every kid in the 
world over the course of a few hours once a 
year. 

Not even Amazon can do that so it’s impressive 
work by you, the elves and those reindeer.  Oh, 
before I forget…you wouldn’t be interested in 
supplementing your fleet of reindeer with a few 

of our white tail deer, would you?  You see we 
have a bunch of them here.   Way more than we 
need and it might be cool for them to get a 
break from dodging the hunters that we have 
around the neighborhood.  

Alright, back to the here and now.  A lot of 
water has flowed under my bridge since I last 
penned a note to you.  I mean a few billion 
gallons.  In fact, the bridge needs some major 
repair so let’s not mess around this time. 

Bottom line.   You have some serious work to 

get done in the next couple of weeks so you 
need to pull up those big boy pants of yours, 
tighten that belt and roll up the sleeves on that 
dandy-looking red jacket of yours.  

I don’t want to be rude but you could do with 
shedding a few pounds, you know.  A lot of kids 
look up to you so the least you can do is make 
an effort on the health front. I know it’s a 
temptation but you have to cut down on the 
cookies.  You simply can’t eat every time you 
make a chimney stop.  You may also want to get 
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checked out because you may be lactose 
intolerant so leave the milk alone.  And while 
you are getting that test done, you may want to 
check out the blood pressure because those rosy 
red cheeks of yours maybe a sign of high blood 
pressure.   

I reckon with the right regime, you could dump 
50 pounds by next year and that would set the 
right example for so many kids as well as 
cutting a break for the reindeer who have to cart 
your fat ass 
around the 
stratosphere. 

Sure…go on.  
Put me in the 
naughty book 
for that 
comment.  
Just trying to 
motivate you 
and get you on 
the right path.   

Look, I have 
your best 
interest at 
heart and boy 
do we need 
you this year.  
Not sure what’s been happening up at the North 
Pole but it has pretty much stank everywhere 
else.   

Which brings me to my holiday list… 

I want us all to have our lives back and you are 
just the man to fix it.  There are vaccines that 
are gong to kick this COVID-19 virus where the 
sun never shines.  You are real good at 
delivering stuff so please can you deliver this 
vaccine to everyone.  I promise no one is going 
to get upset if you leave out a few gifts to make 
room for this lifesaver.  Heck, I am guessing you 
can leave it all behind providing you deliver that 
wonder drug.  

Next, I need you to work a little bit of your 
magic in a few important places. 

I want you to remind people that it really is 
better when we all just get along.   Not sure how 
you do that but you are a pretty popular guy so I 
am guessing you can work something out.   

And while you are at it, use some of that fairy 
dust to remind everyone that the medical world 
generally knows what it is doing and at the very 

least can 
spot 
something 
bad when it 
is 
happening.  
So next 
time they 
tell the 
world to 
button up, 
be sensible 
and follow 
a few 
simple 
guidelines, 
we all pay 
attention 
and maybe 

a lot more of 
us get to celebrate the holidays next time. 

That’s it.  Pretty simple list, huh?   C’mon Big 
Guy…you can do it and I tell you what…if you 
pull this off, I’ll forgive you for that missing toy 
train. 

Oh…one last thing.  Not a biggie but would sure 
make a difference if you could get around to it.  
I would really like to maybe get down to a single 
figure handicap in 2021.  I promise I’ll be good 
for the rest of the year. 

The other stuff  is way more important so I get 
it if that’s not possible.  It would just be nice, 
you know. 
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Green Reading 
Each month we’ll offer our suggestions 
from the pantheon of excellent writing on 
and about our favorite pastime

With snow and cold setting in, it is time for 
the grandest (and most futile) tradition in 
the Kranz household. Off-season short 
game practice! I 
looked around just 
now and counted 
five practice greens, 
a half dozen practice 
cups of some sort, 
two chipping mats, 
three nets, a couple 
of mirrors and gates 
and various other 
items meant to help 
the helpless around 
the greens.  

Most importantly for 
this column though, 
is the four books I 
have found 
incredibly useful (if 
not necessarily 
effective but I am 
sure that’s a me 
problem). Dave 
Pelz’s Short Game 
Bible and Putting 
Bible are two great 
resources for golfers of all skill levels. Pelz 
is a world renowned statistician, pro and 
instructor who helped many of the greats 
in the 90’s and into today. If you get 
nothing else out of reading this, make sure 
to do an internet search for his backyard! 
The books break down a number of 
different techniques to help with your 
scoring clubs that (when I can remember 
them) have helped my game immensely. 
Dave does a great job of breaking down 

the fundamentals and providing drills 
meant to isolate and improve on a granular 
level. The books are slightly dated and a 
little on the expensive side however, but 
you can get them, used for cheap.

Acting almost as a second edition to the 
Pelz books are Stan Utley’s The Art of 
Putting and The Art of the Short Game. 
These are much shorter and more concise 

books (and in 
many ways more 
readable) focused 
more on 
actionable 
improvement and 
skipping the 
theoretical 
portions that Pelz 
tends to dwell on. 
These are the 
books for you if 
you want to try 
and get better and 
aren’t terribly 
concerned with 
the why’s of 
getting better.  

If you’re more of a 
video person 
because you 
struggle with 
reading (no 
offense, Walt) look 
up Phil 
Mickelson’s 

Secrets of the Short Game on youtube. An 
old favorite VHS of mine as a kid, it’s up in 
its entirety on youtube.  

So good luck this off-season. The Club 
Championship looks to be wide open in 
2021 and every minute you aren’t working 
on your putting someone else probably is! 
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MemberTalk 

Welcome to our new members 

A very warm welcome to our new members of 
the Hidden Valley Golf Club family: 

Steve Rigney  

Mason Young  

Frankie Young 

O'Connor Young  
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Mansfield Insurance Agency

NAPA Auto Parts, Cleves

Premier Properties Real Estate 

Ravenna Heating & A/C 

RJM Consulting 

Sales unlimited

SPCA Cincinnati 

State Farm insurance

Steele’s Hometown Tire and Auto Service

TG Young Contracting inc

Brock Restoration

Cabana on the River

Civista Bank

Craig Distributing Co Inc.

Dearborn County Chamber of Commerce

Don Bacon Appliance Service 

Duffy insurance

Dearborn Savings Bank

IORI Insurance 

JTM Food Group


Thank You To 
Our Sponsors 

Hidden Valley Lake Golf Course

19775 Alpine Drive, Lawrenceburg, IN 47025

T: 812-537-5033

E: hiddenvalleylakegolf@gmail.com
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