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From The President’s
Desk

young families, setting up the club for an
incredibly bright future...assuming we can
maintain the momentum.

The course is still sitting on an infrastructure
time bomb. The cart paths are in desperate
A few days ago, the Club’s Board of Governors
need of repair and the irrigation system is an
met for its regular monthly
absolute money sink. We are
meeting. On the agenda
spending hundreds of man hours
was a discussion about
maintaining an antiquated
our annual year end
system taking away our already
meeting. This is typically
resource strapped maintenance
the time that members
crew from higher priorities. The
gather to hear about the
course is not only in worse
highlights of our year at
condition, it is less playable even
the golf club and present
where the grass is able to grow.
awards to our champions.
In order to build on the fantastic
However, with the county
2020, we need to make the
declaring a Code Red
significant investments that we
status on the COVID-19
detailed last year. We have a
pandemic, we
timeline to bring a modified plan
unanimously agreed to
to the community early next year
cancel the meeting and
with the hope that irrigation
instead replace it with this
work will begin in November of
written review.
2021.
The Board of Governors
Eric Kranz
and the POA Board has not given up on
It is difficult to overstate
the capital improvement plan and
how important 2020 was
President, HVL Golf Club
more details will be released shortly.
to Hidden Valley Golf
Club. We ended 2019 with
a disappointing decision by the community to
not allow us to undertake the much-needed
infrastructure work on the course. There was an
understandable concern that existing members
would be discouraged and the impact of another
year with no capital improvements would lead
to a downward spiral. Instead, I could not be
prouder of the membership for the way they
have responded in 2020.
We are looking at probably the best year both
financially and for membership growth since
the Hidden Valley community chose to
purchase the business. Rounds played are way
up, expenses are down, profitability is up and
most importantly, membership is up to 249!
Importantly, many of those new members are

2020 also saw the golf course reestablish itself as a focal point of community
activity in Hidden Valley. Our ability to host
outdoor events made HVGC an indispensable
recreational facility throughout the year and the
staff and membership made sure that we took
full advantage of the opportunity to shine. The
snack shop has been open every day it was
allowed, the golf course has not missed a beat
and was at the forefront of implementing
COVID precautions. We were able to hold
charity events to support local organizations.
The 2020 Fish & Game outing exemplifies this
attitude. For years the Fish and Game Club has
taken their business to a competing golf course
but after much discussion, HVGC was able to
host it this year and the feedback was absolutely
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outstanding. This has been a year of polishing
the image of HVGC and by all accounts, the
club’s performance during the Fish & Game
outing did just that.

On behalf of the entire Board of Governors, I
thank you for your continued trust and faith in
us. We remain passionate and committed to
help our club prosper into the future.

There is still a lot of work to do. Beyond the
large projects like irrigation and cart paths, the
Board recognizes there are playability issues
that need to be addressed. Bunker
improvements and repairing the forward tees
are near the top of the list. Additionally,
continuing to attract a younger membership
base (particularly active women and families)
will always be something that any healthy golf
club looks to do.
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From The Pro Shop

selection also plays a part. If you are playing
golf and the air temperature is below 50
degrees, a higher compression golf ball won’t
travel as far as a low compression ball.

Does cold weather affect how far
your golf ball goes?

Finally, while club selection is an integral part
of golf, it is easily overlooked when playing in
colder weather. Basically, you need to use more
As the weather starts to dip, golfers have to
club when playing in the cold weather versus
brave the elements that winter give us for the
warmer weather. For
next 3 or 4 months. While
about every 10 degrees,
being able to get outside
the average golfer (90
and chase the little white
mph swing speed) will
ball around is reason
see a difference of 2
enough to play, shooting a
yards in distance. So, if
good score is always the
you hit your 9 iron 130
goal, so it’s important to
yards in 90 degree
understand what colder
weather, you’re only
temperatures can do to
going to hit it about 122
your equipment so that
yards when it’s 50
you can adjust accordingly.
degrees. That is about
One question that is asked
one club shorter, so
often is “Does cold weather
your club choice would
affect how far your golf
be
an 8 iron in that
Brian Krinsky
ball goes?”. The answer is
situation. You should always err on
yes, and it’s really a
the side by taking “extra” club when in
PGA Pro, HVL Golf Club
combination of physics
doubt.
and meteorology. First,
COLD WEATHER QUICK CHECKLIST
when the golf ball and golf
club are colder, the transfer of energy is not as
‣ Dress appropriately to stay warm, layering up
efficient, so ball speed will be less. Second, the
is the way to go.
colder air is more dense than warm air, so there
‣ Keep your hands warm, wear winter golf
is more friction and drag. This will slow the ball
gloves or wear golf mittens between shots will
down after impact and it won’t carry as far. The
help, also having hand warmers (throw away
same can be said about the human body.
kind) should be a priority.
Muscles are more flexible and responsive when
the temperature is warm than when it’s cold, so
‣ Wear a hat or earmuffs to keep your head
we are able to move more efficiently.
warm.
Now for the golf ball itself, when it’s warmer,
the rubber materials used to make the balls
respond better. So a warmer ball will come off
the club face with more velocity and spin than a
colder ball. Plus, it will carry a bit farther
because warm air is less dense. Golf ball

‣ Wear waterproof golf shoes.
‣ Use a low compression golf ball.
‣ Have a dry towel handy to clean your golf ball
and grips.

4

Final thoughts, golfing during the colder
weather may not be any golf lover’s first choice,
but it is simply part of the game. You have to
expect to take a few more shots than you would
in the warmer conditions, but as long as you are
having fun out there, what more could you ask
for? A bad day on the course has to be better
than no day on the course! Playing in the cold
weather is great.
Also, remember that the driving range will be
closed from November 2.

November Pro Shop Hours
Weekdays: and Weekends: Open 8.00 am
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Hope you have a wonderful Thanksgiving
season, stay safe, stay well, stay warm and play
well!

CourseTalk
Even though the weather forces us to wind
down the hectic pace of the golf, we are still
busy across the course.
Not surprisingly, every year at this time we get
one big headache - the leaves.
We are trying to stay on top of
leaf clearing but it’s a thankless
task so stick with us and we will
get them moved sooner rather
than later!
The greens are all recovering
well after last month’s
verification. We will be laying
down another two fertilizer
applications to help growth in
the spring.
We will be winterizing the pump
stations this month as well as
tackling a leak we have
discovered in the main lake
feeder pipe.

Jason Gadd
Course Superintendant

This is the time we will also be turning to cart
maintenance so again bear with us as we take
some of the carts off line to conduct much
needed work.
The weather is turning unpredictable now. As I
write this, we have had about 5 days of rain.
Much needed but it does mean you will have to
stay on the paths in order to protect yourself
and the course.
We have already had the first frosts but there
will be more to come. Check with the pro shop
for weather delays. Frosts can lead to
significant damage to the greens if anyone tries
to play on them while they are still frozen.
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The Masters
We are about to witness a very, very rare
moment in golfing history - a Masters
tournament in November.

But how did the Masters come to be and what is
fact or fiction in terms of the fabled Augusta
National Golf Club?

This iconic tournament with its blazing azaleas,
vivid green fairways and a field comprising the
world’s best golfers is always held in April. I
mean always held in April. It’s just like
Christmas Day is always in December or
Thanksgiving is always in November.

Not long after Bobby Jones retired near the end
of 1930, speculation began over what he would
do next.

But not this year. Yes, COVID-19 struck again
and threw the Masters into turmoil. Rather
than cancel the April event, they postponed it so
in a few days we will all be able to see a Masters
played in November.
Now moving the event has some unique
challenges. The weather.

The picture above was shot a few weeks ago and
shows a very different Augusta National Golf
Club than the one we are used to seeing. Only
the greens show signs of grass while the
fairways have all died back to brown.
What will happen in November. Not sure but I
can guarantee that it will not look like that
picture and for sure, there will be green
fairways and flowers.

It wasn't long before the public found out.
In July 1931, banner headlines in newspapers
across the country trumpeted the news: Jones
was building a course in Augusta, and Alister
MacKenzie would be the primary architect.
Clifford Roberts, a friend of Jones', had helped
find an old nursery that contained 365 acres
that looked to be suitable for a golf course.
While Jones could have anyone to
serve as his architect, he chose
MacKenzie, not Donald Ross, or any
of the other leading East Coast
architects.
Although no formal details of the
meeting were announced,
MacKenzie met with the Augusta
National Golf Club committee at the
Vanderbilt Hotel in New York on
July 10. That's probably where he
was offered, and accepted, a chance
to design Jones' dream course. A
couple of days after that meeting,
Jones and MacKenzie played the Bayside course
on Long Island that the architect had recently
designed.
MacKenzie arrived in Augusta on July 14 for a
three-day visit. Pictures in the next day's
Augusta Chronicle show the two looking at
drawings and walking the grounds of the future
Augusta National.
MacKenzie came back in October that year, and
he and Jones began routing the course.
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Compared to today's standards, Augusta
National was built with remarkable speed.
MacKenzie arrived in March 1932 for a twomonth visit, and during that time he shaped the
greens. With the land cleared and the holes
roughed out, Jones would hit shots and
MacKenzie would observe. Adjustments were
made as necessary.
According to an article written by O.B. Keeler in
1932, the two men got along famously.

first one was held in 1934, and eventually came
to be known as the Masters.
MacKenzie never saw the finished Augusta
National. He never saw a Masters played, nor
did he get to experience the accolades from its
players or its fans.
He died in January 1934, at his Pasatiempo
home, two months before the first Augusta
National Invitation Tournament.

"I suppose
no two
people ever
agreed
better -- on
a golf
course,"
Jones said.
"Doctor
MacKenzie
and I tried
each other
out
thoroughly.
Our ideas
seem to be
synonymous."
MacKenzie left Augusta for England in May
1932. It was the last time he would see Augusta
National.

Tom Doak, who oversaw the renovation of
Pasatiempo, wrote that it was a special place
because of its connection to MacKenzie.

Seeding was completed in late May, and the
course opened for play in December. A formal
opening was held in January 1933. The club,
though, continued to struggle financially, and at
one point an idea of holding a U.S. Open on the
course was brought up. But it was decided that
holding the national open during Augusta's hot
summer months, not to mention logistics,
would be impossible.

"Pasatiempo is ranked among the 100 Greatest
Courses in America, but its significance
outweighs even that lofty status," Doak wrote.
"Whereas MacKenzie never saw the finished
versions of Augusta National, Royal Melbourne,
or Crystal Downs, he lived the last four years of
his life at Pasatiempo."

Jones and Roberts, though, came up with an
idea for an invitation-only tournament. The

Roberts, who co-founded Augusta National with
Jones, wrote that MacKenzie never saw the
course fully covered with grass. MacKenzie
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often called it the "World's Wonder Inland Golf
Course."
"He was quite ready, however, to declare the
course to be his best, and he did so a number of
times," Roberts wrote in The Story of the
Augusta National Golf Club . "What a pity
MacKenzie did not come to this country earlier
or did not live for another ten years!"
Before his death, MacKenzie
pressed Roberts for payment,
but to no avail. According to
David Owen, in his clubauthorized book The Making
of the Masters, the club finally
issued two notes of $1,000
each in order to appease him.
Things were so dire that
MacKenzie once wrote, "I have
been reduced to playing golf
with four clubs and a
Woolworth ball."
To come up with some money,
MacKenzie started writing his
second book. The Spirit of St.
Andrews , which included a
foreword by Jones. Although it
was finished in 1933 with the
help of his stepson, Tony
Haddock, the book was lost until his heirs
discovered it and finally published it in 1995.
In the foreword, Jones summed up the essence
of what he thought made MacKenzie great.
"Dr. MacKenzie has proved that it is entirely
possible to construct a course that will provide
interesting yet not unreasonable problems for
every golfer according to his skill," Jones wrote.
If MacKenzie had lived long enough to attend
some of the first Masters, it is likely the story of
how he and Jones met would have been told.

While MacKenzie and Roberts butted heads
over finances, from all accounts the architect
and Jones were never in discord.
"He rendered me assistance of incalculable
value. I am convinced that from no one else
could I have obtained such help," MacKenzie
wrote in his description of Augusta National
that appeared in the first program. "Bob is not
only a student of
golf, but of golf
courses as well,
and while I had
known him for
years, I was
amazed at his
knowledge and
clear recollection
of almost all of
the particularly
famous golf holes
in England and
Scotland, as well
as America."
Jones, as was his
custom, deflected
praise toward
MacKenzie. In his
last book, Golf Is
My Game , Jones
wrote: "There was never any question that he
(MacKenzie) was the architect and I his advisor
and consultant. No man learns to design a
course simply by playing golf."
Jones often receives equal credit for designing
Augusta National, but that is not the case. Owen
said MacKenzie came up with the course's
routing and positioned the bunkers and greens.
"Jones is sometimes given equal billing, or even
first billing, but his role was more nearly that of
a junior associate," Owen wrote.
The first Masters, called the "Augusta National
Invitation Tournament" until 1939, was played
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in March 1934 by 60 professional and twelve
amateur golfers. Horton Smith won, with a
score of 284, and the tournament was notable
for being the focus of the first national radio
broadcast of a golf
event. Roberts even
persuaded Jones to
come out of
retirement to play in
the first event.
Another groundbreaking aspect of
the first Masters was
the fact that the 72
holes were played on
four days, rather
than packing the
final two rounds into
one day. The
additional time
helped some players
to play better, and it allowed special
events to be integrated with the
tournament, a brainchild of Jones, who
dreamed up skills contests and other
entertainments.

• The oldest winner of the Masters was Jack
Nicklaus at 46 years, 2 months, 23 days, on
his 6th victory.

Jack Nicklaus has won the Masters a record six times.

Fun Facts
• The first green jacket was awarded in 1949 to
Sam Snead.
• The player with the most victories is Jack
Nicklaus who won six times in three decades:
1964, 1965, 1966, 1972, 1975, and 1986.
• The Masters has been played since 1934 with
a three-year break during World War II. In 74
championships, only 35 different players have
won.
• It is the only Major played on the same course
ever year.

• The youngest winner of the Masters was Tiger
Woods at 21 years, 3 months, and 14 days in
1997.
• Not only was Tiger Woods the youngest
player to win the Masters, but in that same
year, he achieved both the lowest score ever
shot at the Masters, 270, and the widest
margin of victory ever seen at the Masters: 12
strokes.
Woods was the first African American to win
the Masters but he was not the first African
American to play at Augusta.
And that opens the door to some interesting
and often controversial aspects of the renowned
Augusta club.
Co-Founder, Clifford Roberts, once declared:
“As long as I’m alive all the golfers will be white
and all the caddies will be black.”
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And that was the way it was for more than 40
years. In 1975, Lee Elder became the first
African American to play in the Masters. In
1990, the club admitted its first African
American member - TV executive, Ron
Townsend.

On August 20, 2012, Augusta National admitted
its first two female members - Condoleezza Rice
and Darla Moore.
So can anyone join Augusta National? I think
you know the answer to that question is an
emphatic no. Membership is strictly by
invitation only and there is no application
process. Membership is believed to cost
between $10,000 to $30,000 with annual dues
running less than $10,000 a year.
The club has about 300 members who are often
referred to as ‘green jackets.’ Past members
have included notable names such as President
Dwight Eisenhower, Arnold Palmer and GE
CEO, Jack Welch. Current membership

includes Warren Buffett, Bill Gates and Roger
Goodell.
So how do you get to play Augusta? Well, it
looks like there are three ways. You qualify for
the Masters, you win the Masters and get
invited
back or
you
befriend
a
member
who
invites
you to
play.
That’s it.
But if
you do
get to
play
Augusta
or find
yourself
lucky
enough
to be a
spectator
at the Masters, there are a few rules you need to
be aware of or your stay may be shorter than
you expect.
No cell phones or other electronic devices are
permitted except in the media building.
Security run spot checks all the time. There is
no running or loud talking. Spectators are not
allowed to cheer if a player makes a mistake. I
guess that rules out Augusta ever hosting the
Ryder Cup! Rule breakers are permanently
banned from the club and are often prosecuted
where possible.
So that’s it. A whirlwind history of Augusta
National and the Masters.
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TournamentTalk
The Pinehurst Tournament
Flight A:
1st

Tom Plogsted & Ken Rigney

2nd

Randy Lyness & Chris Bedford

3rd

Ki Yoon & Dave Dulle

4th

Pay Hayden & Michael James

5th

Phil Cooper & Barry Howard

Flight B
1st

Tom Walsh & Chris Buckman

2nd

Ken Brock & Anthony Mondragon

3rd

Steve Baitz & Chuck Thomas

4th

Sharon Voelker & Ed Park

5th

Steve Nesmith & Paul Fox

Year End Tournament
Blue Team: 20.5 points
Red Team:

13.5 points

Blue Team Participants
Chris Bedford, Tom Berra, Ted Bertaux, Chris
Buckman, Phil Cooper, Chuck Dearing, Paul
Dennison, Jerry Doepker, Ed Fischer, Tom
Flynn, Paul Gerth, Ken Gessner, Larry
Harrison, Bill Hirsch, Barry Howard, Joe
Isadore, Eric Kranz, Bill Lambert, Bill Lindsley,
Randy Lyness, Jim Marcotte, Dave
Meininger,Paul Meyers, Wayne Moratschek, Ed
Park, Tom Plogsted, Ken Rigney, Greg Seamon,
Gary Smith, Walt Shroyer, Ken Townley,
Sharon Voelker, Barry Weber, Rob Yake
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Upcoming Events
Year End Meeting - CANCELLED
November 6.

Deep Freeze Tournament
November 7. 2 Person. Register at the Pro Shop
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2020 Tournaments
March 21

Par 3 Challenge

4 Person

Blind Draw

April 4

Step Aside Scramble - CANCELLED

4 person

Blind Draw

April 18 & 19

Victors Tournament - CANCELLED

2 Person

April 21

Matchplay Championship begins

Singles

May 2

4- Person Stableford Tournament - CANCELLED

4 Person

May 5

Two-Person Best Ball Championship begins

2 Person

May 16

666 Tournament - CANCELLED

May 25

Memorial Day Flag Tournament

Singles

May 30

Shamble Tournament

4 Person

June 13

Ryder Cup Alternate Shot Tournament

2 Person

June 27

Captain & Crew Tournament

4 Person

July 4

Flag Tournament

Singles

July 11 & 12

Victors Tournament

2 Person

July 17

Men’s Invitational

4 Person

July 25

4-3-2 Tournament

4 Person

August 7,8 & 9

Club Championship

Singles

August 22

Board of Governors Tournament

4 Person

September 5

1-2-3 Tournament

4 Person

September 19

Greenkeeper’s Revenge Tournament

2 Person

October 3

Pinehurst Tournament

2 Person

October 17

Year End Tournament

November 6

Year End Meeting - CANCELLED

November 7

Deep Freeze Tournament

2 Person

Blind Draw

2 Person

Click here for all tournament details

14

Golf Talk
Golf Channel Closes HQ
The shakeup and shut down of Golf Channel’s
Orlando-based headquarters may have been
expedited after 11 Golf Channel employees
joined a class action lawsuit against Lockheed
Martin alleging the defense and aerospace giant
failed to properly manage and dispose of
potentially harmful toxins that workers allege
contaminated them, according to reports from
the Orlando Sentinel and
GeoffShackleford.com.
The Orlando based
HQ was expected
to close at the end
of the year but a
staff email sent on
Oct. 2 and
obtained by
Shackelford alerted the small number of
employees who had been reporting to the office
amid the pandemic that the building would be
closed until further notice as Golf Channel
officials “thoroughly (investigate) the matter to
ensure that (the) campus environment is safe.”
“In light of the allegations, we are thoroughly
investigating the matter to ensure that our
campus environment is safe,” Golf Channel
president Mike McCarley wrote in the email.
“While we do so, out of an abundance of
caution, we ask that you continue to work
remotely as has been the case during the
pandemic. Over the next few days, we will
communicate with the limited number of
employees currently allowed on-site to further
limit access, involving moving our production
off-site beginning Monday.”
According to court filings obtained by The
Morning Read, the suit alleges Golf Channel

employees were exposed to an “environmental
nightmare” because of their proximity to the
company’s nearby tests on missiles and other
weapons systems. Alleging negligence on the
part of Lockheed Martin at its location south of
Orlando, the employees complained that they
were diagnosed with numerous ailments,
including multiple sclerosis, brain lesions and
cancer.
“For a period of many years, the people at
Lockheed Martin were conducting tests on
bombs, delivery systems and missiles, and those
toxins escaped,” John Morgan, the founder of
the Orlando-based personal-injury firm Morgan
& Morgan, told The Sentinel. “The essence of
what our experts have told us that they believe
happened is that
these toxins were
not properly
disposed of,
remediation was
not properly
handled and that
these dangerous chemicals were placed into the
air. And with that, over a period of time, a large
number of people became sick, became deadly
ill and actually died.”
“If a company puts profits over the health and
safety of people, lives are destroyed,” Morgan
said in a statement after a virtual press
conference, according to The Sentinel. “We
allege that Lockheed Martin may have hurt the
health and wellbeing of our clients, and
everyone who lives and works near this facility.
We allege that Lockheed Martin knew the harm
their actions could cause and did it anyway.”
The Golf Channel is now facing three open
lawsuits, according to Shacklefod: the Lockheed
Martin class-action suit, another that claims
NBCUniversal’s Golf Channel has been “selling
viewers’ personal information and viewing
history without their permission,” and a
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lawsuit over the use of Golfpass, a trademarked
service.

400-Yards…You Have To Be
Joking!
Like him or
loathe him,
Bryson
DeChambeau is
certainly a
polarizing
golfer. He also
hits it a country
mile!
He announced
that he would
be taking a few
weeks off prior
to the Masters
in November to
work on a few
things. Many
have now
realized that
you need to take
DeChambeau at
his word.
Towards the
end of 2019, he told us that he was going to get
in the gym and come back looking like a
different person. And he did. Then he told us he
was going to attempt to become “the casino”
and use massive distance to make courses
easier for him. Then he did, winning the 3M
Open and the U.S. Open.
And finally, a few weeks ago after a top-10
finish at the Shriners Hospitals for Childrens
Open, he said he was taking the next few weeks
off to hit “2,000 drivers” and dial in a 48-inch
club for next months Masters. He even made
his declaration known in a well-produced and

product-placement-centric video that ended
with the words “The journey to 215 (MPH ball
speed) begins.”
In the last few days he showed that his latest
journey is nearing completion once
again as he posted to Instagram a
picture of some launch monitor
numbers that were mind-boggling.
As Brentley Romine of
GolfChannel.com pointed out some of
the fine print on the iPad display may
have aided the 403.1 carry, most
notably a 20 MPH tailwind, but the
fact that it appears to have been 56°
proves that it wasn’t exactly weather
conducive for breaking the 400-yard
barrier.
Most notably, however, was the
caption DeChambeau included, “Not
even the 48-inch driver,” making
reference to his previous promises of
working on the longer version of his
driver.
DeChambeau led the PGA Tour in
2020 with a driving distance of 322.1
yards. The Tour average for the
season was 296.4 yards.

Fan Pranks Jordan Spieth
It’s official. Jordan Spieth has a real good sense
of humor. That was proven beyond doubt after
a fan pulled a truly terrible prank on him during
a round on a Colorado course.
Most pros don’t think about playing a casual
round of golf after they are grinding week in
and week out on the tour. That’s not the case
with Spieth who took to the Snowmass Club
course in Colorado with his wife and a few
friends to play 18 holes away from the spotlight.
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However, when you have a former world no.1
on your home course, the word gets out
amongst the members including one that lives

That’s when things got a bit out of hand for the
prankster. Smith said Spieth started going nuts,
celebrating and saying he’d never made an ace
on a par-4 before. Spieth’s wife got
in on the action, as did his friend
who Spieth told to pick up his ball in
the fairway because whatever game
they were playing, Spieth’s hole-inone was going to win the hole.
Smith finally spoke up.

on the par 4 12th hole.

Jordan Spieth

That 12th hole is 354 yards which,
because of elevation, is reachable off the tee for
someone like Spieth.
Shane Smith, a local property manager who
lives near the 12th green, thought he may have
the opportunity to prank the Tour star.
Spieth did in fact go for the green off the tee and
pulled off the shot coming to rest on the green
about 20 feet from the hole.
That’s when Smith sprung into action. He left
the confines of his property, marked Spieth’s
ball and placed the ball in the hole.
“I wanted to make his day, I wanted to do
something funny” Smith said.
When Spieth arrived at the green, he asked
Smith, who was standing nearby, if he had seen
a ball come up.
“Oh, that was you?” Smith said playing dumb.
“It’s in the hole.”
“You’re kidding,” Spieth replied.
“No, man. It bounced twice and went into the
hole,” Smith said. “Nice shot!”

“I told him, ‘Hey, man, I was trying
to be funny, and you might not be
able to hear me because I have my
foot so far down my throat. But
your ball finished over there. I
actually put it in the hole,'” Smith
said.

After telling Spieth he wasn’t joking about
moving the ball; his drive had actually ended up
20 feet away where the mark was.
“Spieth told me, ‘Man, you took me from the
mountaintop way down to the valley,'” Smith
recounted.
“I told him I knew who he was,” Smith said. “He
couldn’t have been nicer about the whole thing.
Just an awesome story that I’ll never forget.”
Maybe it was an awesome story for Smith.
We’re not so sure Spieth feels the same way.

Golf Provides Significant Health
Benefits for Older Golfers
As if you needed another excuse to sneak out to
the golf course, it very well may be helping to
keep you alive longer.
That’s what a study co-opted by the R&A and
carried out by research teams at the University
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of Southampton in England and the University

for golf. The Strength and Balance Study has

of Southern California found.

indicated that older golfers have and develop
strength and balance benefits.”

The Strength and Balance Study which studied
over 160 people over the age of 65, concluded
that golf provides numerous “strength and
balance benefits” to older golfers.
The English-based research team went about
comparing golfers to non-golfers in an effort to
“demonstrate the physical and psychosocial
benefits associated with playing recreational
golf regularly by comparing physical measures
between older golfers and sedentary nongolfers.”
“An international research study backed by the
R&A has found new evidence to suggest golf can
provide significant health benefits to older
participants in the form of improved muscle
strength and balance,” the R&A said in its
official release. “Muscle strength and balance
exercises form an important part of the World
Health Organization’s (WHO) recommended
guidelines to tackle physical inactivity in older
people about which little was previously known

“The findings indicate that golf is associated
with health benefits related to better muscle
strength and balance,” Professor Maria Stokes,
OBE at the University of Southampton, said.
“This suggests golf may meet World Health
Organization recommendations for older
people, which would potentially qualify golf for
social prescription and exercise referral
schemes among policy makers to help manage
health conditions.”
Professor Stokes counterpart at USC, Dr.
George Salem agreed.
“Our findings suggest that golf should be
considered when prescribing exercise for older
adults because it appears to be safe, feasible and
an adherent form of exercise for a better,
healthier quality of life,” he said. “Moreover, as
golf is an exercise activity that includes
strengthening, power, balance, endurance and
cognitive challenges, it satisfies the
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recommended physical activity guidelines of the
World Health Organization, the American
College of Sports Medicine and UK guidelines.”
The Golf & Health Project, a joint initiative
spearheaded by the R&A and the other World
Golf Foundation partners, began in 2016 in an
effort to encourage the growth of the game in all
ages by raising awareness of the game’s health
benefits. It’s clear to see that this most recent
study will be a tentpole for the project going
forward.
“The evidence from this study is indicative that
golf helps strength and balance, with no
previous research to highlight this to the golf
industry until now,” Dr. Roger Hawkes,
Executive Director at the Golf & Health Project,
said. “The overall findings and benefits should
be of great value for golfers and non-golfers
going forward.”
There you have it. Get out and play some golf.
It’s good for your health.

Lightning can travel over 20 miles so if you can
hear it, or worse, see it you better run for cover.
About 400 people are struck by lightning every
year in the US. Some of those incidents happen
on golf courses.
Then there are the high winds that often
accompany thunder storms.
We were reminded last month of the power of
those wind storms when the head pro at a
course in Massachusetts was killed after his golf
cart was struck by a falling tree.
Even a downpour can make the course
treacherous. We try to keep golf carts on the
path in bad weather not just to protect the
course but also to protect you.
Our course winds up and down hill on almost
every hole. Golf carts can easily lose traction on
slick slopes so stay safe and stay on the path.

Operation Christmas Child
And Now…A
Health
Warning
Having just regaled
you on the health
benefits of playing
golf, here comes the
health warning.

The community is once again participating in
Operation Christmas Child. The idea is to fill
one of our special shoes boxes with a gift that a
child would love or need. Each year, these
special shoeboxes are sent to millions of
children around the world. You can collect a
shoe box from the golf club or from the POA
office. Bring a smile to someone’s face this
holiday season.

There are times when playing this game can be
downright dangerous. We are not talking about
the errant shot or the pulled muscle - both of
which can cause significant amounts of pain.
Nope, we are talking weather. It’s amazing to
see golfers trying to squeeze in one more hole as
a thunder storm rolls towards the course.
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Board of Governors
The club’s Board of Governors met on October 28,
2020. Participants were Rob Bates, Mike Gardiner,
Paul Fox, Jason Gadd, Fred Kerth, Brian Krinsky,
Eric Kranz, Dan Kroeger, Dave Hafner (HVL POA).
Ted Richardt and Steve VanWassenhove.

POA Report
The club currently has 249 members. Finances
remain solid with a cash balance in excess of
$189,000.

Course Report
Leaf clearance is underway. Greens are recovering
well after verification. Two additional fertilizer
applications are planned. Damage on #9 fairway will
be repaired. The pump station will be winterized. A
trencher will be rented to undertake root pruning
work.

Pro Shop
There were 1,500 rounds played to date in October.
The Pinehurst tournament attracted 48 players and
the Year End Tournament had 70 participants. Four
new members joined the club this month. The
driving range will close November 2. The pro shop
will now open at 8am weekdays and weekends.

New Board Members
Three vacancies for Board seats were posted and
three members have applied by the deadline. Given
that no election process was necessary, the following
individuals are deemed elected to the Board for a
three year term:
Ted Richardt
Bob May
Michael James

Year End Meeting
Given the fact that the COVID-19 pandemic level is
Code Red in Dearborn County, it was unanimously
agreed to cancel this year’s Year End Meeting. The
Board President will share a written annual review
with members. (See President’s page in this issue of
Drive)
The next meeting is scheduled for November 18,
2020, at 6.00 p.m. at the Hidden Valley Golf Club
clubhouse.

Treasurer’s Report
The balance in BOG funds is $4,400.54.

Food & Beverage Report
Steve VanWassenhove reported the 19th hole was
performing well.

Board Structure
Paul Fox presented a revised Board Structure report.
This will now be merged with the existing Board by
laws and reviewed at the November meeting.
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Mulligan
In this month’s Drive, there’s a news story
about Bryson DeChambeau busting a drive
more than 400 yards. Holy moly.
There’s an old saying…’what one man can do,
another man can do.”
I cannot do it, I can promise you that and I can
also admit that sometimes it takes me the better
part of four shots
to carry that kind
of distance!
But I digress. 400
yards. That’s
close to a quarter
of a mile. How
can that be so?
And you know
that what Bryson
does, someone
else will do and
maybe multiple
pros will do over
the coming
months and years.
It brings up an
interesting but
contentious point. When is enough, enough?
Yes, sure. It’s impressive. But what does it
actually bring to the game of golf?
Nothing.

simply driving every par 4 or turning par 5s into
a driver and a short iron.
We already have some of our HVL members
that can drive some of our par 4s - notably the
12th hole and sometimes the 16th too.
Fortunately, they cannot do that to every par 4
because we have a very smart course that will
really penalize those long drives. And I like that
because it levels the playing field and allows
hackers like me to stand a chance against the
Bryson wannabes.
It also means we can focus
on other priorities around
the course rather than
having to redesign holes to
keep them competitive or
challenging.
I really do think that at
some point, someone has to
call a time out. Maybe it
has to the R&A or the
USGA. They do it in
motorsports where their
governing bodies restrict
the horsepower of cars.
More than 500 bhp, you are
banned. Got a club that
hits it 450 yards, it’s
banned.
I know we all like getting new shiny clubs but I
don’t want to get trapped into having to buy
that stuff because I cannot be competitive with
my old clubs.

As equipment has improved - both clubs and
golf ball design - as well as an increased level of
fitness amongst players, the ability to start
turning golf courses into putt putt ranges has
become a reality.

And yes, I know. You have to be able to hit the
club properly to achieve those distances but
still…I think it’s unfair to so many golfers who
either cannot afford or simply cannot hit a club
like these monsters that are appearing almost
daily.

Course architects are continually having to go
back to the drawing board to either reconfigure
a course or plan new ways to stop players

And besides which, my eyesight is failing and if
I hit a ball 400+ yards, there’s no way I am ever
going to find it!
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MemberTalk
Welcome to our new members
A very warm welcome to our new members of the
Hidden Valley Golf Club family:
William Goodridge
Kathy Fries
Dan & Tracy Hartman
Eric Yost
The white tee boxes need work. All of
them need reseeding and the boxes on #2,
#5, #15 and #16 need re-leveling. (J.
Doepker)
The reseeding work will be done but the releveling work is a major project. It is not a simple
task and in addition to the manpower and time
required, the cost is approximately $6,000 per
tee box. At this stage, we are not going to be able
to undertake all of that work but we will keep it
on our task list and will address it when we can.
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Green Reading
Each month we’ll offer our suggestions
from the pantheon of excellent writing on
and about our favorite pastime
One of the things
that makes golf,
and particularly golf
literature, so
compelling is the
sheer amount of
historical writing
and record keeping
available. It’s really
the only sport that I
enjoy going back
and reading old
tournament write
ups. I’ve never
gone back and
read a beat
reporter’s entry on
a random
Milwaukee Brewers
game from 1978
but I love going
back and reading
what some of the
greatest sports writers in history have had
to say about any given tournament.
If that’s something you think might interest
you then I recommend checking out The
Story of American Golf by Herbert Warren
Wind edited by the great Alfred Knopf.
Knopf was also responsible for the best
book I’ve read this year - A Mencken
Christomathy.

important moments and interesting one
offs. The Tragedy of Harry Cooper is a
story I have never seen anywhere else
written by a sports journalism giant.
Understand that this is written from the
perspective of a man born in 1916. “The
New Era” details Arnold and Jack and was
originally
published
in 1948.
The third
edition,
which I
own, was
published
in 1975
so there
is no
Tiger,
Phil or
even
Seve.
This is a
loving
and
detailed
look at
golf in the
golden
age, golf
before television and millions of dollars
and 400-yard drives.
The Story of American Golf makes me
nostalgic not just for a game I never knew
but for a style of sports journalism I will
never experience. There is an un-ironic,
apolitical love of the game he is covering
that made Wind such a timeless and
talented writer and this collection features
some of his best work.

This is more than just a republishing of old
Major Tournament games. This is a
detailed write up of all of the great golfers,
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Thank You To
Our Sponsors
Hidden Valley Lake Golf Course
19775 Alpine Drive, Lawrenceburg, IN 47025
T: 812-537-5033
E: hiddenvalleylakegolf@gmail.com

Brock Restoration
Cabana on the River
Civista Bank
Craig Distributing Co Inc.
Dearborn County Chamber of Commerce
Don Bacon Appliance Service
Duﬀy insurance
Dearborn Savings Bank
IORI Insurance
JTM Food Group

Mansfield Insurance Agency
NAPA Auto Parts, Cleves
Premier Properties Real Estate
Ravenna Heating & A/C
RJM Consulting
Sales unlimited
SPCA Cincinnati
State Farm insurance
Steele’s Hometown Tire and Auto Service
TG Young Contracting inc
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