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From The President’s 
Desk 

 "But in the end it's 

still a game of golf, 

and if at the end of 

the day you can't 

shake hands with 

your opponents and 

still be friends, then 

you've missed the 

point." Payne Stewart 

It’s Championship season 

at Hidden Valley Golf 

Club! The match play 

tournaments are winding 

down (and heating up!) 

and the Club 

Championship is here. 

Bragging rights, 

clubhouse cash and 

parking spots are on the line. We’ve also got one 

of the more popular tournaments, the Board of 

Governors Tournament, this month. Even if you 

aren’t participating in any of these make sure to 

stop down at the clubhouse and enjoy the 

revelry. The golf club is about the camaraderie 

as much as the golf and post-tournament 

socializing is often more entertaining than the 

on course struggles!  

I want to thank Jason and his crew for having 

the course in great shape for the 2020 

Invitational. Despite dealing with shifting dates 

and unprecedented challenges, the Invitational 

was a fantastic success. We were able to 

showcase the club at its best and generate new 

members. Thank you to the Board of Governors 

for another successful event.  

I also want to thank our dedicated membership 

for the feedback we have received this year. 

We’ve gotten more constructive comments and 

questions in the comment box this year than 

any other in which I have been 

involved. It’s great that we’re all 

thinking hard about how to 

make HVGC as great as it 

possibly could be.  

Mask Up, Hoosiers is in full 

effect in Indiana, with the 

Governor requiring masks in all 

cases for most people. In order 

to comply the club has instituted 

a number of policies including 

masks when in the clubhouse. 

We ask that you respect these 

new rules and set a good 

example for visitors. Nothing has 

changed on the course and we’re 

all hopeful that the mask 

initiatives will be successful so we can 

continue to ramp up events, outings 

and tournaments at the club. 

Thank you, 

 2

Eric Kranz 

President, HVL Golf Club



From The Pro Shop 

We all of heard the phrase “In the Zone”, but 

have you truly experienced being “In the Zone”? 

Being in the zone, is the mental state in 

which a person performing an activity is fully 

immersed in a feeling of 

energized focus, full 

involvement, and 

enjoyment in the process 

of the activity. A perfect 

example on the PGA tour 

is Jason Day.  Jason 

during his pre-shot routine 

visualizes his shot to be “In 

the Zone”. It’s a process 

that he uses very 

successfully and may help 

you too. 

To help eliminate the 

inconsistencies in your 

game and approach every 

shot feeling ready, here are the steps to make it 

happen: 

1. Get rid of the ANTS (Automatic Negative 

Thoughts) that create terrible shots such as 

don’t go out of bounds, I hate this hole, my 

short game stinks or any other unhealthy 

communication patterns.  Be aware that you 

are having a negative thought, take a 4-

second timeout, GET FOCUSED. 

2.  Visualize your entire shot.  The proper way 

to visualize your shot is to think of it like a 

movie.  Close your eyes and envision it from 

the time it leaves your club to the time it 

stops. 

3. Pick a specific target. The next time you have 

an approach shot of any length, pick a dime-

sized spot of where you want your ball to 

land.  If it is a safe pin placement, envision 

how it will release once it hits the green and 

roll into the hole. 

4. Be 100 percent ready.  Ass you walk toward 

the ball and get ready to hit your shot, say to 

yourself R-E-A-D-Y.  This confirms that you 

are prepared and it is time to just swing. 

5. Just swing.  As you stand over your ball and 

get ready to hit your shot, it is 

time to eliminate all conscious 

thought and just swing.  Your 

mind and body are ready to 

go, and you just swing the 

club. 

The goal of this 5 step process 

is to be 100 percent ready on 

every shot, in any situation 

and to get you into “The 

Zone”. I hope this helps, give 

it a try and good luck! 

Note: 

The golf course will be closed on the 

following days: 

• August 10 -  Dearborn County Foundation 

Golf Outing 

• August 14 - DYP & CMHC Goofy Golf – Golf 

Outing  (Front 9 closed at 6pm) (No Mixed 

Couples) 

• August 17 -Bright Area Business Association 

Golf Outing 

• August 27 -Elder Alumni Golf Outing 

July Pro Shop Hours 
Weekdays:  Open 7.30am 

Weekends: Open 7.00am 
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Brian Krinsky 

PGA Pro,  HVL Golf Club



Grip It. Rip It 
The development of the driver has, more than 

any other element of golf, changed the face 

of the game forever.  In our continuing series 

on the history of golf clubs, this month we are 

focused on the driver. 

By Paul Myers 

(Reproduced courtesy of  Swing Man Golf) 

For most golfers, the driver is their favorite club 

in the bag – and it isn’t particularly close. The 

feeling of smashing a drive long down the 

middle of the fairway is something that golfers 

search for over and over again. Rarely will you 

find a golfer who would prefer to hit a fairway 

wood or long iron off the tee. If there is one 

thing that golfers have in common across the 

board, it is a passion for teeing it high and 

letting it fly. 

If you are a golfer who loves to hit the driver, 

the last twenty years have brought you plenty of 

great news. Where drivers where once small-

headed clubs made from wood, they are now 

460cc monsters made from some of the most 

advanced metals in the world. Modern drivers 

are capable of sending the ball more than 300 

yards in the air when in the correct hands – a 

distance that was considered impossible in the 

not-so-distant past. Of course, modern drivers 

are rather expensive due to the materials and 

engineering required to bring them to life, but 

most golfers are glad to pay the price if it means 

they can outdrive 

their playing 

partners on a 

regular basis. 

The development 

of this ‘new age’ of 

golf drivers has 

even had an effect 

on golf courses 

around the world. 

With stunning 

distances now 

possible for a 

wider range of 

players, many old 

courses have 

either had to be 

lengthened or 

become obsolete. 

In terms of 

professional 

competitions, it is 

now rare to see a 

course that is under 7,000 yards in length, 

mostly because of the distance that is possible 

off the tee. Golf is a bigger, more powerful game 

than ever before, and you have the driver to 

thank for that development. 
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THE HISTORY OF GOLF DRIVERS


While you don’t necessarily need to know the 

entire history of the golf driver to appreciate 

what it can do for your game today, it might be 

helpful to at least have a basic understanding of 

the development of this popular 

club. Drivers have only come to 

look like the metal monsters that 

they are within the last 20 years 

or so – prior to that, drivers had 

a subtler, more natural 

appearance. Most of the early 

golf drivers had small heads 

made from persimmon wood. 

Why did they use such small 

heads on the early drivers? 

Simple – the wood would start to 

make the club too heavy if they 

made the heads much bigger. 

That meant that golfers were left 

with a rather small sweet spot on 

which to make contact. Wood 

drivers could actually send the 

ball a significant distance down 

the fairway, but only when they 

were struck square in the middle 

of the face. If you missed the ball 

out toward the toe or in toward 

the heel, significant distance 

would be lost. Today’s drivers are 

more powerful all the way 

around, but the biggest 

difference may be in the way they 

handle miss-hits. If you miss the 

ball off the toe or in on the heel 

with a modern driver, you may 

lose a few yards, but you can still be left with a 

nice shot. That simply wasn’t the case in the 

days of the wood driver. 

The metal revolution started to take shape in 

1979 when TaylorMade introduced the first 

steel driver onto the market. This was seen as a 

radical development at the time, and it is safe to 

say that not all golfers were excited about the 

idea of switching from wood to metal. There 

were a number of undeniable advantages to 

playing golf with a metal driver, however. The 

first, and most important, was the weight 

savings that were achieved. Swinging a hollow 

metal-headed driver meant the overall weight of 

the club could be lower, which would instantly 

increase swing speed. At the same time, the 

heads could be made bigger thanks to the 

weight savings. Therefore, golfers suddenly had 

access to clubs that were bigger (meaning a 

bigger sweet spot) and lighter all at the same 

time. These were advancements that wood 

drivers simply couldn’t keep up with, and the 
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metal models soon came to completely 

dominate the game. 

Throughout the course of the last 30 years, 

metal drivers have continued to grow and grow, 

enabling golfers to hit the ball harder and 

farther than ever before. Seeing no end in sight 

to the development of longer-hitting drivers, 

and not wanting to forever change the 

landscape of the game, the USGA stepped in 

and established limits within the rules of golf. 

To make sure the golf drivers hitting the market 

didn’t become too ridiculous, the USGA set 

limits of 460cc’s for the volume of the club 

head, and 48’’ for the overall length of the club. 

Now that these limits have been in place for 

some time, the rapid increase in driving 

distance has been somewhat slowed. Make no 

mistake, players are still hitting the ball 

incredible distances off the tee, but the 

technological advancements that were so 

rapidly changing the game in the 1980’s and 

1990’s have somewhat cooled off. 

As long as the current rules remain in place, we 

will likely see the golf driver remain generally 

the same for years to come. Of course, that 

doesn’t stop golf club companies from trying to 

come up with the latest and greatest models 

that will win over the market. Plenty of new 

technologies are still being put into golf drivers, 

but the advantages they offer are subtle 

compared to the changes that happened with 

the size of the club head expanded. Today, as 

long as you have a modern driver that fits your 

swing and features a quality shaft, you should 

be ready to max out your distance potential. 

HOW THE GOLF DRIVER HAS CHANGED THE 

PROFESSIONAL GAME


Looking the historical stats from the PGA Tour, 

it is shocking to see how rapidly driving 

distance has changed through the years. In 

1980, there were only six players who averaged 

between 270 – 280 yards off the tee, and none 

longer on average than 280. Thanks to the 

developments in technology, along with an 

increased emphasis on fitness, those numbers 

looked quite different by 2011. In that year, 

there were 21 players averaging over 300 yards 

off the tee, and just a single player averaging 

under 270. Put another way, the very longest 

hitters in 1980 would have been some of the 

very shortest hitters in 2011. 
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It is easy to point to equipment as the main 

explanation for this rise in power players, but 

there is more to it than that. For one, golfers as 

a whole are in better physical condition than 

they were once upon a time. Golf is seen as an 

athletic sport today, and professionals who are 

serious about their careers take the time and 

effort to get themselves in great shape. Also, 

with improved video equipment to use during 

practice sessions, players have been able to 

sharpen their technique – which can lead to 

additional power. While there is no doubt that 

equipment has led the power revolution, the 

other factors at play should not be forgotten. 

What also should not be forgotten is how the 

driver has changed golf courses.  Many courses 

have been forced to rethink hole layouts 

because even amateur players are now clocking 

280+ yard drives.  It is now rare to see a course 

under 7,000 yards in total length and you can 

thank the driver for that development. 

INGREDIENTS FOR A LONG DRIVE


Golf is a complicated game. If you think you can 

just head to the golf store, pull out your credit 

card, and buy a new driver that will provide you 

with great distance and accuracy, you are going 

to be seriously disappointed. Although every 

golf store has plenty of great drivers to offer – 

not all of those drivers are going to be great for 

your game. Rather, you have to do the work of 

finding the perfect club to suit your swing and 

your playing style. Only when you can match 

the golf driver you are using with your own 

personal characteristics will you find your best 

performance. 

The best way to find the right driver for your 

game is to go through a club fitting process at 

the Pro Shop or at your local golf shop. A good 

facility will have a launch monitor (or similar 

device) which will track all of your stats while 

hitting a few different drivers. By looking at the 

statistics gathered by the computer, the 

professional you are working with should be 

able to recommend the right club for you. This 

process only takes a short period of time, and is 

well worth it considering how many hundreds 

of dollars you have to spend to buy a nice new 

driver. As an added bonus, many golf shops will 

offer to refund the fee for this service if you 

choose to buy your new driver from their 

inventory. 

Before you go into a club fitting for your new 

driver, it would be a good idea to know what 

characteristics you want to find. Following are 

some of the points to watch for as you shop for 

that perfect new driver. 

• Low spin rate. Most players are going to 

best served by a driver that offers them a 

low spin rate. That means that the driver 

passes a low overall amount of spin onto 

the golf ball at impact. A shot that has a 

low spin rate will usually take a flat, 

boring trajectory, and the shot should roll 

out when it hits the ground. Unless you 

play somewhere that frequently has wet 

and soft fairways, a low spin rate is going 

to be your friend. However, if you do 

usually play on a soft golf course, 

consider looking for a slightly higher spin 

rate so you can carry the ball longer 

distances. 

• High launch angle. If you can combine a 

high launch angle with a low spin rate, 

you will really be in business when it 

comes to hitting long drives. That low 

spin rate will give you the flat trajectory 

mentioned above, but the high launch 

angle will still provide you with plenty of 

carry distance. The shaft that you are 

using will have a lot to do with the launch 

angle created, so be sure to test out a 

variety of shafts until you find one that 

matches will with your swing dynamics. 

• Center-face contact. Believe it or not, 

your ability to hit the center of the club 

face at impact will actually vary from club 
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to club. You might think that the ability 

to hit the sweet spot would stay the same 

no matter what brand of driver is in your 

hands, but that is not the case. Based on 

different shaft flexes, kick points, swing 

weights, and more, you will find that 

some clubs make it easier for you to 

strike the center of the face than others. 

Obviously, you want to choose a club that 

strikes the ball in the center of the face as 

frequently as possible, as center-face 

contact leads to both longer and 

straighter drives. 

Picking the right golf driver is about far more 

than just watching some golf on TV and buying 

the one that is used by the most Tour 

professionals. To put the right driver in your 

bag, you will want to go through a professional 

fitting process so you can be sure the 

performance characteristics of the club you 

choose are a nice match for the swing you are 

making. 

CUSTOMIZATION ON THE FLY


By far, the biggest development in golf drivers 

in recent years is the ability to customize your 

club on the go. Previous to the last five years or 

so, you had to take your club to a professional to 

have it customized – unless you had the skills 

and equipment to do it yourself. That meant 

that doing something like putting a new shaft in 

your driver required a significant investment of 

both time and money. Most average golfers 

simply used their clubs the way they were since 

it was such a hassle to have them changed in 

any meaningful way. 

Fortunately, times have changed. There are 

numerous drivers on the market today that 

offer a variety of customization options which 

can each be altered in a matter of moments. You 

can take your driver to the practice range and 

make changes to it from shot to shot until you 

find the right combination of variables that 

leads you to great ball striking. While this is a 

tremendous development for golfers 

everywhere, it is important that you understand 

how these alterations work if you are going to 

get the maximum benefit from each of them. 

INTERCHANGEABLE SHAFTS


As mentioned above, many drivers now include 

the ability to change out shafts in just a matter 

of seconds. Traditionally, golf club heads have 

been attached to steel or graphite shafts using 

epoxy, meaning the head was permanently 

attached to the shaft until that epoxy was 

melted down and the club shaft was pulled from 

the head. Once that was done, a new shaft 

would have to be glued into the club head 

before it could be used again. Quite obviously, 

this was work that most golfers were either not 

able or not willing to do. 
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If you have one of the new drivers in your bag 

with the capability to change out shafts on the 

go, you no longer need to worry about melting 

down epoxy or anything else. You simply ‘lock’ 

and ‘unlock’ the 

shafts in and 

out of the club 

head as you 

wish. 

Theoretically, 

you could have 

a number of 

different shafts 

in your bag 

during a 

practice 

session, and 

you could 

experiment 

with them one 

by one. While it 

is against the rules to change the characteristics 

of your driver during a round, you can certainly 

experiment during practice sessions to optimize 

your performance. The shaft of your driver is 

probably the most important single piece of the 

club, so being able to try out a variety of shaft 

models is a huge advantage. 

ADJUSTABLE LOFTS


In addition to being able to change out shafts in 

just a couple of seconds, you can also change 

the loft of your driver in the same amount of 

time (assuming you have a model with that 

feature available). It used to be that deciding on 

the loft of your driver was one of the most 

important decisions that you had to make. 

Changing loft by even one degree can have a 

dramatic effect on your distance and ball flight 

pattern, so it was essential that you chose 

wisely. Today, you can simply tweak your loft 

from day to day based on how your swing feels, 

the conditions of the course, etc. 

One example of how this is such an important 

development is when you are playing golf on 

consecutive days but you face dramatically 

different conditions. Imagine that you are 

playing in a two-day tournament at your local 

club. On the first day, the weather is dry and 

warm, and the 

course is playing 

fast. For that 

round, you choose 

to use a lower loft 

setting so you can 

get the ball down 

and running on 

the ground as 

soon as possible. 

However, a big 

rain storm comes 

in overnight and 

the course is left 

wet and soft for 

round two. In 

order to make an 

adjustment to the conditions, all you need to do 

is add some loft to your driver and hit a few 

balls on the practice tee to get comfortable. 

Instantly you will have a club that is able to 

keep the ball in the air for longer – meaning you 

can increase your carry distance and not lose as 

much yardage to the soft conditions. A change 

like that would have been impossible as recently 

as a few years ago, but it is now quick and easy 

even for the average golfer. 

MOVABLE WEIGHT DISTRIBUTION


TaylorMade was the first major club 

manufacturer to include moveable weights on a 

driver, but now almost every company has some 

kind of weight adjustment available on their 

drivers. Moving the weight can affect the way 

the club head performs through the hitting 

area, as the heavier part of the club is going to 

move slower than the lighter part. By adding or 

taking away weight in specific parts of the club 

head, you can dramatically alter the ball flight 

that will result. 
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In the ‘old days’, these adjustments were made 

with lead tape. The tape was added to a part of 

the club head to make it heavier, and that 

portion of the club would slow down. Of course, 

moveable weight built into the club is a far 

easier solution, and it opens up a world of 

possibilities. For example, if you are a player 

who struggles with a hook, you are moving the 

toe of the club too quickly through the hitting 

area. The toe is closing down through impact, 

which closes the club face, leading to a shot that 

quickly turns left in the air (for a right handed 

golfer). To counteract that problem, you could 

move some of the weight on your driver head 

out toward the toe of the club. Adding weight to 

the toe will slow that end of the club head down 

through impact, and your ball flight should 

straighten out. This concept also works in 

reverse – if you struggle with a slice, add weight 

to the heel of the club to allow the toe to move 

faster in order to find a square position at 

impact. 

Obviously, moving the weights around in your 

driver is not a substitute for improving your golf 

swing. These kinds of adjustments can only take 

you so far, but they will help when it comes to 

putting the ball in play and getting on with your 

round. The best way to improve your game in 

the long run is to practice – but adjusting the 

characteristics of your driver can help you fine 

tune your ball flight in order to get the best 

possible performance from your current swing. 

THE MOST POPULAR GOLF DRIVERS


There are a number of different drivers on the 

market today, but the bulk of the clubs that are 

sold around the world are made by just a 

handful of companies. If you are looking to buy 

one of the best drivers you can get your hands 

on, chances are that club was made by 

TaylorMade, Titleist, Callaway, or PING. Of 

course, there are other players in the golf 

equipment market, but the clubs made by those 

four companies are the ones that you will see in 

the bags of the majority of Tour players – as 

well as the majority of people you play with on a 

regular Saturday morning. 

To that point, those four companies have 

combined to create some of the most successful 

drivers in the history of the game. For 

TaylorMade, most would argue that their 

biggest hit was the R7 driver. This was the 

driver that moveable weights a popular feature 

in golf clubs. The original R7 Quad was put on 

the market in 2004, and many different 

variations on its theme have come along in the 

years since its debut. For the last decade, 

TaylorMade has been the most popular name in 

drivers, and that success is largely owed to the 

impressive accomplishments of the original R7 

Quad. 

When it comes to Callaway drivers, there is only 

one name that comes to mind right off the bat – 

the Big Bertha. First offered to the golfing 

public in 1991, the Big Bertha changed the game 

in a variety of ways. Although only 190cc’s, 

which is tiny by today’s standards, the Big 

Bertha at that time looked huge compared to 

the traditional wood drivers. The head of the 

club was completely made from stainless steel, 

which was another departure for golfers used to 

traditional persimmon. TaylorMade was the 

first to bring the metal driver to the golf world, 

but Callaway changed the game as well when 

the Big Bertha made its appearance. 

Titleist is one of the longest running golf 

companies, with ties to the game dating all the 

way back into the 1930’s. However, they were 

primarily focused on golf balls for most of that 

time, and they have been a relatively recent 

entrant into the golf club business. With that 

said, they have certainly made their mark, as 

Titleist clubs have been used to win some of the 

biggest tournaments in golf. One of their most 

successful entrants into the driver market was 

the 975 model. The 975D and 975J were 

considered highly innovative at the time, and 

they were very popular clubs among 
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professionals and accomplished amateurs. 

These drivers dominated much of the market in 

the late 1990’s, and Titleist has continued from 

there as one of the top driver producers. 

Finally, PING is the company with perhaps 

more golf history to its name than any other. 

While PING might be best known for the 

putters and wedges 

they created, they 

have brought plenty 

to the world of 

drivers as well. In the 

late 90’s, the PING 

TiSI driver hit the 

market with a focus 

on custom fitting. 

PING was one of the 

early innovators 

when it came to 

custom fitting clubs, 

as they put an 

emphasis on that 

capability long before 

it was popular 

throughout the game. The TiSI was the largest 

custom fit driver at the time, and it found its 

way into the golf bags of countless players. 

As long as equipment companies continue to 

make big money by developing new drivers, 

there are sure to be more and more exciting 

technologies for golfers to use. It is incredible to 

think how far the design and function of golf 

drivers has come in just the last 20 years, and it 

is nearly impossible to imagine where it is 

going. Thanks in large part to companies like 

Titleist, TaylorMade, Callaway, and PING, 

golfers have plenty of great options when they 

need to add a new weapon to the bag. 

JUST ONE OF FOURTEEN CLUBS


It is easy to become somewhat obsessed with 

the driver. After all, most would agree that the 

driver is the club that is the most exciting to hit, 

and blasting a tee shot past your playing 

competitors is something that feels good time 

after time. However, in order to become the 

best golfer you can be, it is important that you 

remember the driver is just one of your fourteen 

clubs. Yes, it is an important one, but the other 

thirteen clubs need to perform as well or all of 

your great drives will be wasted. 

Fortunately, 

the golf 

equipment 

companies 

fully 

understand 

how 

important 

the rest of 

your clubs 

are when it 

comes to 

shooting 

low scores. 

The 

companies 

like those 

listed above are hard at work not only 

innovating driver technologies, but they are also 

great irons, wedges, fairway woods, hybrid 

clubs, and putters. As you work on finding the 

right golf driver for your game, don’t forget to 

assemble the rest of your set just as carefully. 

There is nothing wrong with loving your driver 

– but keep it in perspective as you work on 

improving your game. All golfers love to 

improve, and you aren’t going to find 

improvement through your driver alone. 

Drivers will always be fun for golfers. They love 

to talk about them, try out new ones, and hit 

them as frequently as possible during a round 

of golf. If you are a player that loves the driver, 

hopefully the content above as given you a new 

appreciation for your favorite club. Good luck 

and hit ‘em long! 
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TournamentTalk 

Men’s Singles Championship 

3rd Round: 

Mike Kane bt. Tom McCarty 

Quarter Finals:  

John Sparks bt. Rick McCreary 

Barry Howard bt. Adam Russell 

Lance Hensley bt. Mike Kane 

Steve Van Wassenhove bt. Ted Bertaux 

Semi Finals 

John Sparks vs. Barry Howard 

Lance Hensley bt. Steve Van Wassenhove 

Final: 

Lance Hensley vs Sparks/Howard 

Ladies Singles Championship 

Final: 

Lynn Cerone vs. Julie Townley 

2-Man Best Ball Championship 

Quarter Finals: 

Hensley & McCool bt. King & Rigney 

Cullen & Buren bt. Mason & Dulle 

Fox & Nesmith bt. Russell & Kranz 

Hayden/Barton bt. Dearing & Dearing 

Semi Finals 

Hensley & McCool vs. Cullen & Buren 

Fox & Nesmith vs. Hayden/Barton 

Victors Tournament 

Flight A 

1st Place: Bob Hertsenberg II & Bobby 

Mertsenberg III 

2nd Place: Bill Lambert & Steve Gutherie 

3rd Place: Steve Rutenschroer & Randy Lyness 

    

Flight B 

1st Place: Steve Baitz & Chuck Thomas 

2nd Place: Bob May & Chris Como 

3rd Place: Fred Boger & Chris Buckman 

 Men’s Invitational 

1st Place:  

Dan Kroeger, Jim Houchin, Don Eversman, 

Rick Eversman 

2nd Place:  

Larry Harrison, Dan Sheehan, Shawn Fay, 

Duane Joliff 

3rd Place:  

Jim Mansfield, Rudy Allen, Ernie Grigsby, Chaz 

Hall 

4th Place:  

Paul Fox, Dave Dulle, Barry Weber, Gary Brock 

5th Place: 

Ted Hyle, Ted Hyle III,  Rob Wetterstroem, 

Dean Moulas 

6th Place: 
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Mick Fiorini, Steve Faigle, Jack Streitmarter, 

Gary Martin 

4-3-2 Tournament 

Flight A 

1st Place:  

Ev Brackett, Errol Mayle, Sean Mason, Chris 

Como 

2nd Place:  

Fred Kerth, Eric Kranz, Adam Russell, Steve 

VanWassenhove 

3rd Place:  

Kirk Minteer, Dave Freking, Tom Flynn, Walt 

Shroyer 

Flight B 

1st Place:  

Steve Baitz, Chuck Thomas, Dennis Richter, 

Mike Duffy 

2nd Place:  

Fred Boger, Bob Hertsenberg II, Craig Johnson, 

Chris Buckman 

3rd Place:  

Carl Goodin, Tom Berra, Wayne Moratschek, 

Dave Meininger 
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March 21  Par 3 Challenge     4 Person Blind Draw 

April 4  Step Aside Scramble - CANCELLED   4 person Blind Draw 

April 18 & 19  Victors Tournament - CANCELLED   2 Person  

April 21  Matchplay Championship begins   Singles 

May 2   4- Person Stableford Tournament - CANCELLED 4 Person 

May 5   Two-Person Best Ball Championship begins  2 Person 

May 16  666 Tournament - CANCELLED     2 Person 

May 25  Memorial Day Flag Tournament   Singles 

May 30  Shamble Tournament     4 Person 

June 13  Ryder Cup Alternate Shot Tournament  2 Person  

June 27  Captain & Crew Tournament    4 Person 

July 4   Flag Tournament     Singles 

July 11 & 12  Victors Tournament     2 Person 

July 17  Men’s Invitational     4 Person 

July 25  4-3-2 Tournament     4 Person 

August 7,8 & 9 Club Championship     Singles 

August 22  Board of Governors Tournament   4 Person Blind Draw 

September 5  1-2-3 Tournament     4 Person 

September 19 Greenkeeper’s Revenge Tournament   2 Person 

October 3  Pinehurst Tournament    2 Person 

October 17  Year End Tournament    TBA 

November 6  Year End Meeting 

November 7  Deep Freeze Tournament    2 Person 

Click here for all tournament details

2020 Tournaments

https://hiddenvalleylakegolfclub.com/member-area/tournaments/
https://hiddenvalleylakegolfclub.com/member-area/tournaments/


Upcoming Events 
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Club Championship 
August 7,8 & 9.  Singles.   Register at the Pro Shop

123 Tournament 
September 5.  4 Person   Register at the Pro Shop

Board of Governors Tournament 
August 22. 4 Person   Register at the Pro Shop

Men’s League - Fall Series 
August 10.  2 Person   8-week series. Register at the Pro Shop



Golf Talk 

Men’s League - Fall Series 

The Fall Men’s League 8-week series kicks off 

August 10.  This two person scramble format is 

open to members and n0n-members alike.   

The matches are held every Monday evening 

over nine holes at Hidden Valley.   

Interested?  Register at the Pro-Shop. 

HVL Team Shines At Republican 
Party Golf Day 

A team of HVL members including Randy 

Lyness, Eric Kranz, Von Greber and Lance 

Hensley travelled to Indianapolis to participate 

with the Republican Caucus Golf Invitational.  

The team was tied for first place after 18 holes 

and won the even on a playback.  Congrats to all 

of you! 

Want To Earn Commission? 

If you introduce a new member, you can receive 

10% of their membership fee as commission.  

The offer applies to anyone - member or non-

member - who introduces a new member to 

Hidden Valley Golf Club. 

If you know someone who is thinking of joining, 

don’t miss out on that commission. Contact 

Brian Krinsky in the Pro Shop for more details. 

New Markers on the Back 9 

New out of bounds and hazard posts have been 

placed on the back nine holes.  That now 

completes a remarking of hazards and out of 

bounds across the entire course. 

Post Your Scores 

More than anything, golf is a game of honesty.  

It’s at the very core of the game and part of that 

honesty is posting your score so your handicap 

reflects your actual playing ability.  The new 

World Handicap System means your handicap 

could change after every round so it is 

imperative that you post your score.   If you 

need help, then see anyone in the Pro Shop 

Out of Bounds?  Lost Ball?  Try 
This… 

You hit your shot and, well, it might have stayed 

in bounds or you think you got a good sight on 

where it went.  So, you don’t hit a provisional 

ball and instead you cross your fingers. 

Trouble is when you get to where the ball 

should be, you can’t find it or it really has gone 

out of bounds.  Now, you are faced with going 

back to where you hit the first ball, dropping 

another ball and hitting that one.  That takes 
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time and now you find yourself the subject of 

glares from the players directly behind you. 

Everyone knows that waiting around to hit your 

shot is a pain.  Pace of play ranks well up there 

at the top of golfers’ pet peeves. 

But there is an alternative to this lost or out of 

bounds ball. 

Instead of trekking back, you can drop another 

ball where you estimate the ball disappeared or 

went out of bounds.  It cannot be closer to the 

hole and not in the fairway.  

You collect a two stroke penalty when using this 

relief option but that’s pretty comparable to 

what you would have got if you had taken stroke 

and distance.  And you don’t lose much time 

either! 

Are Ants Dangerous? 

The always entertaining Bryson DeChambeau 

seems to think so or at least he tried to make 

them out as dangerous wee beasties at the WGC 

Fed-Ex St Jude Invitational in early August. 

He was having a pretty good round when he hit 

a wayward drive on the par 4 7th that left his 

ball nestled between two twigs. 

He then noticed a few red ants and claimed 

foul.  Looking to have the lie ruled dangerous, 

he called over the rules official for an official 

verdict. 

In a crazy twist of fate, the rules official 

happened to be none other than Ken Tackett - 

the individual who ruled DeChambeau’s ball out 

of bounds at the Memorial tournament in July 

which then led to Bryson carding a 10 on a par 

5. 

Tackett didn’t have good news this time and 

understandably failed to see the presence of a 

few ants as a danger to the PGA pro.   

DeChambeau later admitted that he was just 

trying to see if he could use the rules to his 

advantage and get out from under a pretty bad 

lie.   

While it didn’t work for him, it is a good lesson 

to us all that knowing the rules may get you out 

of tough situations sometimes! 
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Board of Governors 

The club’s Board of Governors met on July 28 

2020. Participants were Rob Bates, Mike 

Gardiner, Paul Fox, Fred Kerth, Brian Krinsky, 

Eric Kranz, Dan Kroeger, Dave Hafner (HVL 

POA), Ted Richardt and Steve VanWassenhove.  

Absent: Jason Gadd. 

POA Report 
The club currently has 205 members and focus 

will be placed on continuing the membership 

drive.  Ideally, the club would like to have 

250-260 members.  Finances remain solid with a 

cash balance in excess of $130,000. 

Course Report 
The POA has treated the ponds on holes 1 and 9 

to prevent algae. This process will be repeated 

every two weeks or as necessary. 

Fairways are currently being treated to minimize 

weed growth.    

The irrigation system continues to pose issues 

due to leaks.  Leaks are being addressed but this 

diverts the attention of the grounds crews away 

from regular course maintenance. 

Pro Shop 
A total of 2,421 rounds were played so far in July.  

This is the second highest number of rounds 

played in a single month over the last six years.  

Following revised COVID-19 regulations issued 

by the Indiana Governor, masks will be required 

within the clubhouse and pro-shop until further 

notice.  There are no changes to the current golf 

requirements on the course.  Members and guests 

can continue to share a golf cart if they wish. 

Given the current hot weather, a review will be 

held on reinstalling water coolers on the course 

providing hand sanitizer stations can also be 

installed at these locations. 

Food & Beverage 
Nicole Maddin has resigned as food and beverage 

manager.  The POA has appointed Steve 

VanWassenhove from Willies Sports Cafe to 

assume management or all food and beverage 

operations at the club.   

Social Committee 
Ted Richardt agreed to lead the social committee.  

The next meeting is scheduled for August 26 2020, 

at 6.00 p.m. at the Hidden Valley Golf Club 

clubhouse. 



Mulligan 

You have to be suspicious of anything that lurks 

around in the dark and won’t show its face in 

the light.  It’s just plain sneaky and well, 

definitely, not right. 

I came across a mole once.  In broad 

daylight.  It was lying on top of its 

soil pile getting a sun tan.  It had 

already left a trail of disaster behind 

it on my lawn but the critter just 

looked so helpless that I could not 

whack it with a shovel.   

Instead, I dumped it into a bucket 

and then drove it several miles away 

where I let it go in a field.  

How about that for compassion?  

They say that good things should come to you if 

you demonstrate such positive karma.   

Nope.  Instead, another mole moved in and 

continued to play havoc with my lawn.  Maybe 

it was the mole’s partner and now I had 

wrenched them apart and left them broken 

hearted.   

I turned for help from an old and wise farmer 

type character.   

He brought a thin stick and a tobacco tin.   

“They follow the fence posts,” he told me and 

proceeded to jab his stick into the ground.  

“There you go.   There’s a tunnel.” 

It was like watching some kind of surgeon.  His 

gnarly looking hands could feel every inch of 

the soil as he probed it with his stick.  He felt 

that tunnel just as a surgeon wields one of those 

cameras during a colonoscopy.   

He pulled out the tobacco tin and extracted a 

worm. 

“Poison.  I’ll drop it into the tunnel and your 

problems will be over,” he reassured me.  

That was many years ago and in a very different 

location. 

But despite the passage of time and space, those 

things have shown up again.  Here.  

Do you think they can burrow tunnels for 

thousands of mile?  Do you think they can hold 

a grudge. 

They say an elephant never forgets.  It burns 

your image into its brain and waits for an 

opportunity to exact its revenge if your paths 

every cross again. 

Maybe that trait is not restricted to just 

elephants.  Maybe moles have one or two 

strands of those vindictive genes  burned into 

their DNA. 

You see I think I’m at war.  It’s like a silent, 

stalking kind of war.  I have not quite reached 

the level of the character, Carl Spackler, played 

by Bill Murray in Caddyshack but I might be 

getting close. Real close. 

Now his fight was with gophers.  Mine is a mole.  

A sneaky, scheming mole. 

He - I actually don’t know whether it’s a he or a 

she and now I don’t actually care - showed up a 

few years ago and I thought I was being smart 

by deploying technology against it. 
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I saw these spikes you could buy that would 

send ultrasonic waves into the ground.  

“They don’t like them ultrasonics, ‘ the eager 

salesperson told me.  “They’ll be gone before 

you know it,” he added. 

Really.   

To be fair, there did seem to be some sort of 

truce struck after I jabbed those spikes 

strategically into the lawn.  It didn’t last long or 

the batteries didn’t last long more accurately 

and now we are back at it again. 

I know by now you are getting frustrated by my 

apparent reluctance to go nuclear on these 

pests.   

Well, you have to understand something 

important and it sort of explains why I caught 

that mole many years ago and let it go again. 

There’s this book.  It’s a pretty famous kids 

book and they even made movies from it.  In 

fact, they made six movies to my knowledge and 

a couple of spin-off movies too.  Of course, we 

are talking about Kenneth Grahame’s Wind in 

the Willows. 

Mr Toad, Mr. Mole, Badger, Ratty and the 

dastardly gang of cut throat stoats and weasels.  

How can you not love that book? 

And that’s the problem you see.  Every time I 

try to take up arms against my subterranean 

lawn dweller, I think about the humble, loyal, 

super polite and lovable Mr. Mole.  And that’s 

where it all falls apart. 

I walk the lawn, treading down the pushed up 

dirt with my foot.  I know he’s down there and I 

know it doesn’t wear a green velvet smoking 

jacket and cute little spectacles.  But it’s still Mr. 

Mole and I guess I’ve now come to terms with 

it.  

With a world seemingly filled with stoats and 

weasels, we all need a few Mr. Moles we can rely 

on to do the right thing! 
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Green Reading 

Each month we’ll offer our suggestions 

from the pantheon of excellent writing on 

and about our favorite pastime

A little bit different recommendation this 

month. Instead of a book - who can read a 

whole book while gearing up for the club 

championship! Instead, I’d encourage you 

to check out The Golfer’s Journal. 

In addition to having some of the best 

writers in golf contributing to its pages 

-Tom Doak, Tom Coyne, D.J. Piehowsi, 

Kevin Van Valeknburg to name but a few -  

it consistently has breathtaking 

photography and in-depth looks at 

everything (even tangentially) related to 

golf. From analytical breakdowns of 

individual holes around the world to more 

esoteric examinations of the role golf plays 

in our lives, this is an intelligent and 

beautiful publication worthy of anyone 

obsessed with the game of golf. 
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MemberTalk 

Please welcome the following new members: 

Bob Hertsenberg III 

Tom Scheidt 

Member Q & A 

Why did I have to wait behind four or six 

other groups when I has already given a 

tee time? (J. Townley) 

We are really sorry Julie.  That should not 

have happened.   

Can we put the tournament plaques, 

Board of Governors pictures and award 

plaques back in the main room rather 

than in the Fringe?  Members are proud 

of what they have achieved and these 

should be displayed where everyone can 

see them. (D. Houchin) 

Your wish is our command. The tournament 

plaques and Board pictures are back in the 

main room. 

Can we review the match play rules and 

perhaps change from playing off a full 

handicap to playing off the lowest 

handicap? It makes a difference. (J. 

Townley) 

We have had this set up for the last few years 

but yes, it can make a difference in match play.  

The tournament committee will review this for 

next year and make any appropriate changes. 

Please post all round prices so everyone 

can see them. 

The cost of playing at Hidden Valley is fully 

available on the website - 

www.hiddenvalleygolfclub.com. 

Why isn’t there a discount rate when 

members bring guests? 

The rates are approved by the POA but this is a 

good idea and we will raise it with them to see if 

a discount can be given. 

Can something be done to repair the 

front tee box on #2 as well as fixing holes 

on #9 and #15 fairways? (R. Loew) 

Thanks Bob. We have asked the maintenance 

crew to get this work progressed. 

Can you consider holding tournaments 

with cash prizes not pro shop credits 

with any remaining money going to 

course improvements? (D. Freking) 

Providing pro shop credits is a vital source of 

revenue for the pro shop so that will not be 

discontinued.   

For next year’s Invitational, please 

consider giving members a discount to 

participate.  If they do not bring guests, 

the rate could stay at $100 or be reduced 

to $75. If they bring guests, the cost 

would be on a sliding scale: 

• I guest $75 or $50 

• 2 guests $35 or $25 

• 3 guests $0 

Also, the member should not receive any 

of the gifts. (D. Freking and W. Shroyer) 

Thanks for the ideas.  We have passed on your 

suggestions to the organizing group.  

Here are two idea for increasing 

membership.  First, put together a packet 

of information about the club, 

clubhouse, snack bar, pro shop, 

membership privileges, rates and dues.   

Show much would each round would 

cost if you played three times a year for 

eight months of the year. 
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Second, ask large employers around 

Cincinnati and Indiana as well as the 

police and fire unions to give these 

information packs to their employees 

and members and to those about to 

retire. (D. Freking) 

Great ideas Dave.  We already have the 

information packs and they are available from 

both the POA and the Pro Shop.  They were 

created by the POA and we have passed on your 

idea of where to distribute them to the POA, 

Give all POA Board members a free golf 

club membership to encourage their 

participation. (K. Minteer) 

We have passed on your idea to the POA as it 

alone is responsible for determining the 

benefits its Board members receive. 

Can the Board of Governors confirm 

with the POA that if golf course property 

is sold, the proceeds would go directly to 

golf course operations? (D. Freking) 

That would certainly be the wish of the Board of 

Governors and we would strongly support the 

reinvestment of funds into the golf course if golf 

course land was sold. However, the decision is 

ultimately in the hands of the POA.    
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2020 MEMBERSHIP RATES 

7-day Single    $1,428.00 

7-day Family    $1,836.00 

Young Professional (22-35 years old) $1.122.00 

Student (18-21 years old)   $500.00 

Junior (under 17 years old)  $200.00 

Corporate    $3,672.00 

Check in at the Pro Shop for full details of 

membership and payment terms. 
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Mansfield Insurance Agency


NAPA Auto Parts, Cleves


Premier Properties Real Estate 


Ravenna Heating & A/C 


RJM Consulting 


Sales unlimited


SPCA Cincinnati 


State Farm insurance


Steele’s Hometown Tire and Auto Service


TG Young Contracting inc

Brock Restoration


Cabana on the River


Civista Bank


Craig Distributing Co Inc.


Dearborn County Chamber of Commerce


Don Bacon Appliance Service 


Duffy insurance


Dearborn Savings Bank


IORI Insurance 


JTM Food Group


Thank You To 
Our Sponsors 

Hidden Valley Lake Golf Course


19775 Alpine Drive, Lawrenceburg, IN 47025


T: 812-537-5033


E: hiddenvalleylakegolf@gmail.com
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